
29–30 September 2016 
EMCDDA, Lisbon

PROGRAMME

Drug-related deaths (DRD) and 
mortality among drug users
EMCDDA key indicator annual expert meeting



2

Drug-related deaths (DRD). EMCDDA key indicator annual expert meeting Programme

I Drug-related deaths (DRD) and mortality among drug users

On 29 and 30 September 2016, the EMCDDA will bring together more than forty European and international experts 
for a meeting on the key indicator Drug-related deaths. The meeting provides a space for sharing and discussing new 
studies, new findings and experiences at regional, national and European level.

It also aims to facilitate technical work around the collection and analysis of the different components of this indicator: 
overdose and toxicological information from special mortality registers; data from the general mortality registers; 
findings from mortality cohort studies; as well as developments in responses.

There will be a range of presentations from EU Member States and other countries, as well as from projects and 
institutions.

More information on the key indicator can be found on the EMCDDA Statistical Bulletin website (under overdose 
deaths/methodology/overall situation and trends), where we present detailed methodological information and the 
most recent data, and the meeting web pages.

Venue: Conference centre

Thursday 29 September 2016 

09.00 Setting the scene

Chair: Isabelle Giraudon, EMCDDA 

Background, objectives and expected outcomes of the event — Isabelle Giraudon, EMCDDA

•  the 2016 DRD projects on ‘high mortality’ and ‘ICD coding issues’ 

•  Most recent national developments. Heroin coming back? Recent increases in overdoses in 
several countries — EMCDDA with national experts 

NPS in medico-legal investigations: special focus on the synthetic opioid U-47700 — Pirkko Kriikku, 
Finland

Current research on drug-related deaths — tour de table 

DRD: one of the European Core Health Indicators (ECHI) — João Matias, EMCDDA

10.30 Coffee break

11.00 Responses to prevent DRD  

Chair: Dagmar Hedrich, EMCDDA

Update on selected responses: drug consumption rooms, naloxone peer programmes — Dagmar 
Hedrich, EMCDDA

Naloxone scaling-up: first results — Gleb Denissov, Estonia

Updates from Denmark and other countries

Overdose deaths following prison release in Norway including more than 100 000 releases — 
Thomas Clausen, Norway

The national inquiry into drug-related deaths in England — Martin White, United Kingdom 

13.00 Lunch break

14.00 ICD coding issues, data flow and consistency between special and general registries 

Chair: Kathleen England  

Follow-up of the workshop 28/09: Kathleen England and participating experts 

•  Consistency and trends of data on DRD between sources 

•  Data flow between special register and general mortality register 

•  Coding issues: the impact of the ICD-10 updates on the reporting of DRD

•  Country input and discussion of the way forward

‘Easy method’ to estimate DRD using general and special mortality registries — Elena Alvarez, Spain

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/activities/drd
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/data/stats2016
http://emcdda.europa.eu/meetings/2016/DRD
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15.45 Coffee break

16.15 Parallel sessions

Opioids-related DRD: a focus on tramadol and 
other medicines 

Conference centre 

Chair: Linda Montanari, EMCDDA

  

Brief introduction and summary of the data 
received on tramadol-related deaths — Isabelle 
Giraudon, EMCDDA 

 All the different ways to look at tramadol cases… 
— Pirkko Kriikku, Finland

 Tramadol deaths in the UK — Martin White, 
United Kingdom

 Misuse of medical opioids — Roland Simon, 
EMCDDA

Discussion: heroin and other points

DRD key indicator — cross indicator analyses of 
recent trends 

CdS Room 107 

Chairs: Julian Vicente and Sandrine Sleiman, 
EMCDDA

 

Assessment of the implementation of the 5 key 
epidemiological indicators’ — Sandrine Sleiman, 
EMCDDA 

 National analyses of recent overdose trends with 
toxicology, TDI, emergency and other sources

• Updates from Croatia — Tanja Coric

• Illicit and prescription DRD in Bratislava and 
its vicinity — Jozef Sidlo, Slovakia 

• Increase in drug-induced deaths in 2015 — 
Guus Crust, The Netherlands

18.00 End of the first day

Friday 30 September 2016

09.00 High and/or increasing overdose mortality in some countries: critical analysis of the available data, 
contexts and possible drivers 

Chair: Julian Vicente, EMCDDA 

Findings of the general project — Roland Simon (EMCDDA) on behalf of the working group

The Swedish DRD case study — Hakan Leifman, Sweden

Overdose increase/opioid-deaths increase in 2014–15 data? Brief national updates for discussion

• Lithuania — Evelina Pridotkiene

•  Cyprus — Ioanna Yiasemi

•  Ireland — Ena Lynn

•  Turkey — Bulent Sam

10.30 Coffee break

11.00 For a ‘broader’ perspective on DRD: overall mortality among high-risk drug users and burden of 
disease

Chair: tbc

Burden of disease — Elena Alvarez, Spain

Liver disease mortality among drug users, competing causes of deaths and age differences — Knut 
Boe Kielland, Norway

Brief national updates and findings from on-going and planned cohort studies

•  France — Anne-Claire Brisacier

•  Slovenia — Mateja Jandl

•  Poland — Janusz Sieroslawski 

Round table discussion: DRD — where next? 

Wrap-up: main points of plenary and parallel sessions, conclusions

13.00 End of the meeting


