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This year, the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) marks 25 years 

of monitoring the drug situation in Europe.  

Over these 25 years, the agency has witnessed radical changes, both in the extent and nature of the 

drugs problem and in responses to it.  

In this quarter of a century, its primary objective — to provide the European Union and its Member 

States with a reliable, evidence-based picture of the drugs situation — has remained an imperative 

and a constant.  

We could not have imagined some months ago what a ‘special’ year this would turn out to be.  

As we launch the European Drug Report 2020, we are faced with real challenges, now exacerbated by 

the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in Europe and around the world.  

This health situation reminds us of the importance of closely keeping pace with new threats and 

developments and of the need to raise the priority level of the drugs problem in Europe.  

The events of 2020 will most likely have a lasting impact, both on consumption patterns and on the 

organisation of drug trafficking. It is essential that we join forces at European and international level to: 

improve our knowledge of consumption patterns; to strengthen the psycho-social skills of children and 

young people; to rapidly detect new products appearing on the market; to give support to all those who 

need it, to identify trafficking routes; and to strengthen, in general, our capacity to intervene, both in 

the areas of health and security. 

The approach taken by the European Union — based on human rights, and covering both prevention 

of use, care and the fight against trafficking — is key to responding to the complex issues posed by 

drugs today. It is also a model at international level. At a time when the European Union is about to 

embark on a new strategy on this subject for the next five years, this report provides a solid basis to 

underpin concrete responses. 

The recent evaluation of the EMCDDA confirmed that the agency is widely recognised as a hub of 

scientific excellence, both in Europe and internationally. Its multidisciplinary approach is its strength.  

The agency is therefore an excellent tool for political decision-makers and professionals. It allows us 

to compare our experiences and identify effective methods and practices that can usefully be adapted 

to other contexts. 



I would therefore like to take this opportunity to thank the EMCDDA Director and all his staff for this 

high-quality report, produced at a time of such significant upheaval. My thanks also go to the national 

focal points, to the EMCDDA Scientific Committee, but also to the many national, European and 

international partners who helped enrich our analysis. I salute their commitment. 

No country has found the miracle recipe for dealing with these major challenges. We must therefore 

share our experiences and our practices, both those which have succeeded but also those which have 

been less successful. And on this scientific evidence base, we must work together to further 

strengthen European and international cooperation, and to contribute like this to safeguard the health 

and security of European citizens.   

 

Thank you for your attention.  


