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Scaling up action on HepC for People who inject drugs  through partnership and synergies 
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EMCDDA work in the field of hepatitis 
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- Monitor epidemiological indicators in order to assess the 

burden and guide the responses to viral hepatitis 

 Key population size (PWID) 

 Injecting risk behaviour 

 Prevalence and incidence of HBV and HCV among PWID 

- Monitoring policies, coverage of responses 

- Promoting best practices and evidence-based responses. 

- Multi-disciplinary. 



Piloting a new approach 

EMCDDA Strategy 2025 defines new strategic approach; 

• act as catalyst to improve quality and delivery of 
responses in areas where drugs have a significant       
impact on European public health; 

• develop set of practical tools and materials to improve 
national implementation practices; 

• operationalize the public health priorities through a 
Harm Reduction Initiative that supports countries in 
promoting good practices and building capacity among 
drug services in the response to viral hepatitis. 
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HepC Initiative pilot 2018-2019 



Why a pilot on HCV testing among PWID? 
 

5 

Heading  

Sources: UNDP (2015) SDGs; WHO (2016) GHSS;  WHO (2017) Global hepatitis report 

SDGs 

GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-being 

WHO/GHSS: To eliminate viral hepatitis as a public health threat by 2030. 

Prevention             Testing              Treatment and Care 

 

 

 

 

 



HCV-ab prevalence in PWID 
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Source: EMCDDA Rapid Communication DRID, 2019  

HCV-ab >50% in in 8 of 14 countries with national data 



High proportion of PWID may not be tested regularly 
Percentage entering drug treatment who report not being tested for HCV in the past year (light blue) or never (red) 
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Drug services: Advantages of the setting 
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Definition: harm reduction and drug treatment facilities 

 Opportunity to timely identify chronic carriers through 
active screening 

 Ideal place make diagnostics and adequate treatment 
widely available (including treatment as prevention)  

 Qualified and interested staff to organise efficient chain of 
care, including through peer workers 

 Europe-wide treatment monitoring network  

e.g. in 2016: covering 4000 outpatient units treating 100.000 people who 
inject heroin 

 

 
Source: EMCDDA Statistical Bulletin 



What were expected outcomes of the pilot   
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• produce materials that can support the MSs in 
the promotion of HCV testing  

 

• build on existing partnership and work in the area  

 

• pilot the approach with selected MSs to provide 
lessons for future work 

 

Start of pilot: Jan 2018 – expected end after about two years 

 



What we did: HepC Initiative Toolbox 
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Diagnostic process  

- Mapping the current situation – 
Barometer, Checklist 

- Roundtable discussion 

- Action planning 

Models of care  

- Selection of testing programmes 

- Identification of other responses 

- Implementation experience 
focus 

Materials for action 

- Information material for drug 
services to raise awareness 

among staff 

- Knowledge Questionnaire  



Module 1: Diagnostic process 

12 

What: Diagnostic process to identify barriers and 

opportunities for HCV testing and care for PWID at system-, 

provider- and client level 

 

Who: Multi-disciplinary: policy makers, service providers, 

service users. Close collaboration between national Drug 

Focal Points and Infectious Diseases experts 

 

How: Needs-assessment (Barometer + Checklist) + Multi-

stakeholder event + Action plan 

 

Where: Country or regional/city level 

 

        Piloted in Luxembourg (Jan)  

        and Poland (June 2019) 

         



Elimination Barometer: Indicators 

13 
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A checklist of 
barriers to HCV 
testing at system-, 
provider-, and 
client level 

Reference:  Sperle et al., 
Poster 161 at INHSU 2018 



Module 2:  Models of care 
Illustrating how to successfully implement testing among PWID 
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Traditional models of care 

shaped by interferon-based 

treatment regimens and based 

on referral of client to tertiary 

care. High loss to follow-up 

among PWID. 

 

 

 

+ Compilation of 11 case studies from 

Europe illustrate how HCV testing and care 

can reach community and facilitate PWID’s 

access to services (July 2019). 

 

+ Implementation survey with Correlation 

EHRN members to  collect experiences 

and lessons learnt (in preparation) 

Reference: Effective strategies to enhance testing, 

linkage to and retention in care and treatment for 

PWID.  Treloar, C. &  Grebely, J. 2019 



Module 3: Materials for action 
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Information material for drug services to raise 
awareness among staff and promote testing 
among clients 
 A Knowledge questionnaire in different languages 

 Health education materials from various sources 

 Links to guidance and available training opportunities 

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/activities/promoting-hcv-hepatitis-c-virus-testing-and-linkage-care-drugs-services 
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Way forward  
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HepC Initiative workshops/training in countries: 
• Informal follow-up  to pilots LUX and PL; 
• 5 countries to be trained on 29-30 January 2020.  
Cooperation projects with non-EU countries (EU4MD, IPA) 
 
Improve implementation practice 
• Document & disseminate implementation experience 
• Summerschool 29 June- 10 July 2020: focus on hepatitis C 
• DRID expert network meeting October 

 
Support : ECDC/WHO reporting viral hepatitis elimination;  
EC/Eurostat SDG monitoring; new EU Drugs Strategy 
development 
 



emcdda.europa.eu

  twitter.com/emcdda

facebook.com/emcdda

flickr.com/photos/emcdda

youtube.com/emcddatube

 
www.emcdda.europa.eu 
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