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The DRD network

A European Network
� 30 members

� 6 IPA

� 5 European Neighbourhood 
Policy partners (EU4MD)

� External experts 



Objectives and main sources of the indicator
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• Monitoring and early warning system on drug-
induced deaths (or overdoses)

From general  and special mortality registers

• Monitoring all causes of deaths among drug users
From linkage/longitudinal cohorts studies

• Best practices and responses to overdoses



Objectives and main sources of the indicator
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• Monitoring/rapid information on drug overdose (drug-
induced deaths)

Pillar 1 General mortality registers (national statistics)
Pillar 2 Special registers (forensic toxicology, police)

• Monitoring all causes of deaths among people who 
use drugs

Pillar 3 Linkage or longitudinal cohorts studies

� Informing policies, responses, the implementation of 
what works, and assessment of the impact of responses



Objectives �Recent activities
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1) Quantify 
- Question and Answer on DRD - Summer 2019
- DRD Rapid Communication report – August 2019
- DRD dashboard project - 2019-20

2) Characterise
- European network of forensic toxicologists
- Special mortality registers

3) Validate 
- Cross indicator-validation - underestimation exercice
4) Link with Responses

- EMCDDA initiative



Activities �Agenda

6

1. Introduction – some new data – International input
2. MDMA, with the ‘Drug checking network’
3. NPS deaths, first European overview 
4 Prescription opioids - ‘DRD dashboard’
5 DRD cross indicator validation
6. Pilot forensic toxicology network 
7. Responses
8. Cross indicator analysis
9. IPA countries workshop



New data – reported in October 2019

7

More data than presented here have been discussed d uring the meeting  

They are still under validation with the experts and the Focal points. 

More will be available in the expert meeting report, and in the reporting package 
around the European Drug report in 2020

Some background information – also available on our web pages follow

Most recent European data and analysis is available from 
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/edr/trends-developments/2019
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Drug -related deaths reported from 2007 to 2018
Provisional – with missing data – still in validation with 
national Focal Points and experts 

17

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Turkey

Spain

Sweden

Germany

United Kingdom

Other countries



Age distribution – drug -related reported in 2019
Provisional – with missing data – still in validation with 
national Focal Points and experts 
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Proportion of males  - 2019 reports
Provisional – with missing data – still in validation with 
national Focal Points and experts 
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Drug -induced deaths and proportion of cases 
aged less than 25 years

20

More on young 
drug users and 
OD in next 
session (NPS, 
stimulants, 
cocaine)

Source 2018 reporting from the EU 28 MS, Norway and Turkey



Ageing: proportion of DRD cases aged 40 years 
of more 
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More on ageing and 
their implications 
tomorrow

Source 2018 reporting from the EU 28 MS, Norway and Turkey



Sources used by the countries to report drug-relate d 
deaths to the EMCDDA
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- All countries report DRD 
data every year

- Most countries rely on 2 
sources, as recommended 
by EMCDDA

- GMR: needs institutional 
support ++

- Work is on-going in several 
countries to work with 
special registries



Conclusion - discussion 
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- Progresses with our monitoring
- More data  - more completeness, special registers set up

- A range of challenges ahead 
- Fentanyl and fentanyl analogues - although positive developments 

are reported in some countries with a decrease in the number of 
deaths

- Ageing 
- Prescription opioids – BZD – other medicines, 
- NPS, cocaine, MDMA

- Preparedness?
- Need enhanced descriptive epidemiology - time place persons
- Need better contextual and forensic data of drug-related deaths



Monitoring drug-induced deaths: resources on our we b 
pages: methods, limitations, data, analysis
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http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/topic-overviews/content/faq-
drug-overdose-deaths-in-europe_en



Monitoring mortality among drug users
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Promoting best practices and responses for 
reducing drug related deaths  

26www.emcdda.europa.eu
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http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/topic-overviews/content/faq-drug-overdose-deaths-in-europe_en



Resources on responses to drug -related deaths
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http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/topic-overviews/take-home-naloxone_en

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/topic-overviews/catalogue/prevention-drug-related-deaths_en
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http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/publications/11485/20193286_TD0319444ENN_PDF.pdf

See also the latest publication from the 
EMCDDA expert network on Drug-related 
deaths and mortality in Europe

Contact 
isabelle.giraudon@emcdda.europa.eu

More information and updates on the 
annual expert meeting: 

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/meetings/2
019/drd
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EMCDDA recent publications in the field
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications-database?search_api_views_fulltext=death


