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INTRODUCTION 

 

An inventory of population surveys including questions on drug availability was carried 
out in 2001-2002. A first identification of surveys including this type of questions was 
possible through the project reports on the Key Indicator Population Surveys. In 
addition, information requests were sent to the National Experts from the General 
Population Surveys Key-Indicator Reference Group by e-mail. They were asked to 
provide methodological information on population and school surveys where questions 
on availability or access to illicit drugs had been included. There were also asked, in as 
far as possible, to provide the EMCDDA with the exact wording of the questions asked 
and of the possible answers (if closed questions). Some provided also the EMCDDA 
with the breakdown results to the questions on access/availability. 

Questions on availability to illicit drugs have been included in population and school 
surveys carried out in 10 EU Member States (Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Italy1, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, United Kingdom) and Norway in the last 5 
years. 

In addition, the ESPAD school surveys (1995 and 1999, amongst the 15-16 year-olds) 
include some questions on access to illicit drugs. The 1995 survey was carried out in 26 
European countries and the 1999 one in 30 European countries. Eight EU Member 
States – Denmark, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Sweden, the United-
Kingdom – and Norway participated in 1995 and 1999, whereas France and the 
Netherlands joined in 1999. The next ESPAD survey is planned to be carried out in 2003 
(with Austria participating), the results being available in 2004 at the earliest. 

The Special Eurobarometer on attitudes and opinions of young people in the EU on 
drugs carried out in 2002, and meant to be repeated every 2 years, does include also 
some questions on drug availability. 

Questions included in population/school surveys are generally a few, 1 or 2 questions in 
most of the cases, and concern mainly whether people have been offered or proposed 
drugs, or whether it is easy to obtain illicit drugs. 

Questions on drug availability/access included within a selection of qualitative small 
scale studies were also collected in order to get an idea of the types of questions asked 
and the types of answers provided in this context. Due to less constraints imposed by 
qualitative techniques (length of the questionnaire less important, semi-structured 
interview more flexible), questions are usually more numerous than within 
population/school surveys and cover more aspects of availability, for example price and 
purity of drugs bought or consumed by the participants. 

Out of Europe, some repeated surveys carried out in Australia (National Drug Strategy 
surveys) and the United States (National Household Survey, Monitoring the Future) do 

 

1 Specific forms on the national ESPAD surveys have been included for both France and Italy 

since they carried out the ESPAD survey either more frequently than the European ESPAD 
survey (Italy) or among wider age ranges (France and Italy). Thus, in these countries, these 
school surveys should be considered as going beyond the set of data collected through the 
European ESPAD survey itself.  
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include also some questions on drug availability. They have been included in the 
inventory which follows. 

Finally, following a different methodology (experts assessment), the Pompidou Group 
from The Council of Europe, within its Group of Experts in Epidemiology – carries out a 
Multi-city Study on local trends regarding drug use, correlates, consequences, 
responses and policies. A standard questionnaire has been developed to be filled in by 
experts at city level. The revised version, developed recently, is compatible with the 
information submitted to the UNDCP through the Annual Report Questionnaire (ARQ). 
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Belgium / Sanomètre 2001 

Survey/study name:  Sanomètre 

Contact person: P De Smet -PROMES-ULB 

Year: 2001 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated from 1996 to 2001 

Population definition: any member of a household within the age range 

Age range of participants: 18-69  (18-49 for drugs questions) 

Sample size: 2678 for drugs questions 

Sampling frame/basis: random digit dialling 

Sampling procedure: n.a. 

Geographical coverage: French Community 

Data collection procedure: phone interview 

Bibliographic reference(s): Sanomètre rapport Juin 2001 Promes-ULB. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: ”Pensez-vous pouvoir vous procurer du cannabis ?” (Could you 
obtain cannabis?) 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings:65 % said they could find cannabis nearby their house. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: ”Pensez-vous pouvoir vous procurer de la cocaïne ?” (Could you 
obtain cocaine?) 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: 36% said they could find cocaine nearby their house. 
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Belgium / Survey on the mental health of youngsters in high schools in 
Brussels region 1996 

Survey/study name: Enquête de santé mentale des jeunes de l’enseignement 
secondaire en Région de Bruxelles capitale (Survey on the mental health of 
youngsters in high schools in Brussels region) 

Contact person: PROMES-ULB / Plateforme de concertation pour la Santé Mentale 
Bruxelles Capitale.  

Year: 1996 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: one shot 

Population definition: children in secondary schools 

Age range of participants: 12-18  

Sample size: 2 209 

Sampling frame/basis: representative sampling of schools 

Sampling procedure: random sampling of classrooms 

Geographical coverage: Brussels 

Data collection procedure: Self administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): Enquête de santé mentale des jeunes de l’enseignement 
secondaire en Région de Bruxelles capitale ULB 1996. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: n.a. 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: 40% of males said they could cannabis and 22.7% of females. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 
wording: n.a. 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings:21% of males said they could find ecstasy and 12% of females. 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 
wording: n.a. 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Response rate: n.a. 
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Main findings: 16.3% of males said they could find opiates and 9% of females. 
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Belgium / School aged youngsters in Bruges 1999 

Survey/study name: School aged youngsters in Bruges 

Contact person:G. Lombaert (De Sleutel) 

Year: 1999 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: Repeated 3 times 

Population definition: Secondary school aged children 

Age range of participants: 15- 19+ 

Sample size: 4 588 

Sampling frame/basis: n.a. 

Sampling procedure: n.a. 

Geographical coverage: City Bruges (26 schools) 

Data collection procedure: Self administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): Eind rapport school enquete, De Sleutel, 2000.  

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: “Plaats waar men in contact komt met illegale middelen” (where did 
they come in contact with illegal drugs) 

Possible answers: Café, dancing, school, street, home, youth clubs, others. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: The use of drugs often occurs when these students are in groups. 
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Finland / Drug survey 1992 

Survey/study name:  Drug survey 1992 

Contact person: Pekka Hakkarainen, Leena Metso 

Year: 1992 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: general adult population 

Age range of participants: 18-74 

Sample size: 3 457 

Sampling frame/basis: population register 

Sampling procedure: simple random 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: mailed self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): Kontula (1995); Kontula, Koskela (1992) 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Have You ever been offered any drugs, either free of charge or for 
buying? 

Possible answers: 1 No,  2 Yes, free of charge,  3 Yes, for buying,  4 Yes, both free of 
charge and for buying 

Response rate: 71% 

Main findings: 19% of men and 11 % of women had been offered some drugs. 11% of 
men, 8 % of women had been offered drugs free of charge. 12 % of men and 6 % of 
women had been offered drugs for buying.  
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Finland / Drug survey 1996 

Survey/study name:  Drug survey 1996 

Contact person: Pekka Hakkarainen, Leena Metso 

Year: 1996 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: general young and adult population 

Age range of participants: 16-74 

Sample size: 3 009 

Sampling frame/basis: population register 

Sampling procedure: simple random 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: mailed self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): Kontula (1997) 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Have You ever been offered any drugs, either free of charge or for 
buying? 

Possible answers: 1 No,  2 Yes, free of charge,  3 Yes, for buying,  4 Yes, both free of 
charge and for buying 

Response rate: 68 % 

Main findings: 22% of men and 14% of women had been offered drugs. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Have You, during the last 12 months, been offered any drugs, either 
free of charge or for buying? 

Possible answers: 1 No,  2 Yes, free of charge,  3 Yes, for buying,  4 Yes, both free of 
charge and for buying 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: 6,5 % of men and 4,0 % of women had been offered drugs during the last 
12 months 
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Finland / Drug survey 1998 

Survey/study name:  Drug survey 1998 

Contact person: Pekka Hakkarainen, Leena Metso 

Year: 1998 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: general young and adult population 

Age range of participants: 15-69 

Sample size: mail 2 143 + phone 425 

Sampling frame/basis:  population register 

Sampling procedure:  simple random 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: mailed self-administered questionnaire and telephone 
interview 

Bibliographic reference(s): Partanen, Metso (1999) 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Have you ever been offered any drugs, either free of charge or for 
buying? 

Possible answers: 1 Yes, free of charge,  2 Yes, for buying, 3 Yes, both free of charge 
and for buying,  4 No     

Response rate: 66 % for mail, 77 % for telephone  

Main findings: 28 % of men and 16 % of women had been offered drugs, either free of 
charge or for buying.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Have you, during last 12 months, been offered any drugs, either free 
of charge or for buying? 

Possible answers: 1 Yes, free of charge,  2 Yes, for buying, 3 Yes, both free of charge 
and for buying,  4 No 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: 9,4 % of men and 5,5 % of women had been offered drugs, either free of 
charge or for buying, during the last 12 months among 15-69 years olds.  Like drug use, 
also offering existed mainly among men < 35 years olds and women < 25 years olds. 
Among older people it was rare. 



17 

Finland / Youth health survey (NTT) 1991/1993/1995/1997/1999/2001 

Survey/study name:  Youth Health Survey (NTT) 

Contact person: Prof. Arja Rimpelä (arja.rimpela@uta.fi) 

Year: 1991, 1993, 1995, 1997,1999, 2001  

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated 

Population definition: 12, 14, 16 and 18-years-olds  

Age range of participants:12-18 

Sample size: 7 292 in 2001 

Sampling frame/basis: population register  

Sampling procedure: For each age category those young people who were born in a 
certain period were selected to the sample.  

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: mailed self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): Rimpelä A, Lintonen, Pere, Rainio, Rimpelä M (2002) 
Nuorten terveystapatutkimus 2001. Stakes, Aiheita 10/2002 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Have You been offered, during the last year, drugs in Finland?  

Possible answers:  No 

   Yes, tick who has offered: Friends; Unknown people 

Response rate: 70 % 

Main findings: Percentage of those who had been offered drugs in 2001 

  Age  Boys Girls 

 12  1 1 

 14  8 12 

 16  17 20 

 18  24 22 

Offering by friends increased from 1991 to 2001, but offering by unknown people 
remained quite stable.  

mailto:arja.rimpela@uta.fi
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Finland / ESPAD 1995/1999 

Survey/study name:  ESPAD 

Contact person: Salme Ahlström, Leena Metso 

Year:  1995 and 1999 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated 

Population definition: Students born in 1979 / 1983. (About 95 % of these students are 
on  9th grade in comprehensive schools. Only 9th grade students were included.)  

Age range of participants: 15-16 

Sample size: 2 161 in 1995,  3 109 in 1999 

Sampling frame/basis: school register 

Sampling procedure: stratified cluster sampling.  Stratified by region, simple random 
sample of school classes within each region, whole class participated the study.     

Geographical coverage: national  

Data collection procedure: Students filled a self-administered questionnaire during one 
lesson.   

Bibliographic reference(s): Ahlström, Metso, Tuovinen (2001) 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: How difficult would it be for you to obtain the following substances if 
you wanted to? 

a) Tobacco, …  e) Marihuana or hashish, f) LSD or other hallucinogens, g) 
Amphetamine, h) Tranquillizers or sleeping pills, i) Crack, j) Cocaine, k) Ecstacy, l) 
Heroin, m) Narcotic mushrooms, …  

Possible answers: Impossible, Very difficult, Fairly difficult, Fairly easy, Very easy, Don't 
know.   

Response rate: 94 % in 1995, 90% in 1999 

Main findings: Percentage of those answering "fairly easy" or "very easy" 

     1995 1999 

 Marihuana or hashish  14 20 

 Amphetamine    6 8 

 LSD    5 7 

 Ecstacy   3 8 

 Heroin    4 6 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Where do you think you could buy marijuana or hashish easily if you 
wanted to? (Indicate all places)  
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Possible answers:  I don't know any place 

   In the street, a park etc. 

   At school 

   At a disco, bar etc. 

   From a dealer 

   Somewhere else, 

    where  _____________ 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings:  In 1999     % 

   I don't know any place 43 

   In the street, a park etc. 33 

   At school   10 

   At a disco, bar etc.  23 

   From a dealer   21 

   Other place   11 
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France / Survey on representations, opinions and perceptions related to 
psychotropic substances 1999 

Survey/study name: Enquête sur les représentations, opinions et perceptions 
relatives au psychotropes (EROPP) (Survey on representations, opinions and 
perceptions related to psychotropic substances) 

Contact person: François Beck, OFDT 

Year: 1999 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey (next one planned in 2002) 

Population definition: general population 

Age range of participants: 15-75 

Sample size: 2 002 

Sampling frame/basis: telephone list for metropolitan France (Corsica included) 

Sampling procedure: quotas sampling method 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: interview by telephone using a structured questionnaire 
(computer assisted system) 

Bibliographic reference(s): BECK F., PERETTI-WATEL P., EROPP 99 : enquête sur les 
représentations, opinions et perceptions relatives aux psychotropes, rapport OFDT, juin 
2000. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Question asked to those reporting no lifetime use of cannabis or 
hashish: ‘Were you ever proposed cannabis or hashish?’ – participants reporting 
cannabis use were considered to have been proposed it. 

Possible answers: yes; no; I don’t know; I don’t want to tell you. 

Response rate: 99.7% 

Main findings: 40% of participants were proposed cannabis – 54% within 18-49 year-
olds. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Question asked to those reporting no lifetime use of any illicit drug 
(other than cannabis or hashish): ‘Were you ever proposed an il licit drug (other than 
cannabis or hashish), and if yes which one?’ – participants reporting any illicit drug use 
were considered to have been proposed it. 

Possible answers: yes; no; I don’t know; I don’t want to tell you. 

Response rate: 99.8% 
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Main findings: 15,5% of participants were proposed another drug than cannabis. 
Amongst them, 95% were proposed cannabis. 
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France / Deviant behaviours of high school students 1997 

Survey/study name:  Les conduites déviantes des lycéens (Deviant behaviour of 
high school students) 

Contact person: François Beck, OFDT 

Year: 1997 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: ad-hoc survey 

Population definition: school population 

Age range of participants: from under 15 to over 20 

Sample size: 9 919 

Sampling frame/basis: public high schools (‘lycées’) 

Sampling procedure: cluster sampling in 3 steps: selection of 6 ‘academies’, then 
random sampling of schools and then random sampling of classes 

Geographical coverage: national (6 ‘academies’) 

Data collection procedure: self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): BALLION Robert, Les conduites déviantes des lycéens, 
Etude n°13, OFDT, avril 1999. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Have you been proposed a drug within the last year? 

Possible answers: yes; no. 

Response rate: 92 % 

Main findings: 42% of participants were proposed a drug within the last year: from 27% 
amongst non drug users to 86% amongst users of cannabis and other drugs. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: In which place and within which circumstances have you been 
proposed a drug? 

Possible answers: within your school; in a place close to your school; in certain places 
within the city; during a party. (more than 1 answer possible) 

Response rate: 92 % 

Main findings: 80% were proposed a drug during a party, 48% in certain areas within the 
city, 38% within their school, 31% in a place close to their school. 
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France / Delinquency and substance consumption by high school students 
2000 

Survey/study name: Conduites délictueuses et consommation de substances des 
lycéens (Delinquency and substance consumption by high school students) 

Contact person: François Beck, OFDT 

Year: 2000 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: ad-hoc survey 

Population definition: school population 

Age range of participants: from under 15 to over 20 

Sample size: 6 232 

Sampling frame/basis: public high schools (‘lycées’) 

Sampling procedure: cluster sampling in 3 steps: selection of 6 ‘academies’, then 
random sampling of schools and then random sampling of classes 

Geographical coverage: national (6 ‘academies’) 

Data collection procedure: self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): BALLION Robert, Conduites délictueuses et consommation 
de substances psychoactives des lycéens, Rapport à la Fondation MAIF et à l’OFDT, 
février 2001. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Have you been proposed a drug within the last year? 

Possible answers: yes; no. 

Response rate: 98% 

Main findings: 48% of participants were proposed a drug within the last years. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: In which place and within which circumstances have you been 
proposed a drug? 

Possible answers: within your school; in a place close to your school; in certain places 
within the city; during a party. (more than 1 answer possible) 

Response rate: 47% 

Main findings: (valid %) 75% were proposed a drug during a party, 50% in certain areas 
within the city, 40% within their school, 35% in a place close to their school. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Can you obtain hashish, amphetamines, LSD, ecstasy, cocaine, 
heroin, inhalants? 
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Possible answers: impossible; very difficult; quite difficult; quite easy; very easy; I don’t 
know. 

Response rate: 98% 

Main findings: (valid %) Hashish: 45% report it very easy to obtain, 13% don’t know and 
13% report it impossible to obtain. Amphetamines: 37% don’t know, while 26% report 
them impossible to obtain. LSD: 39% don’t know, while 28% report them impossible to 
obtain. Ecstasy: 34% don’t know, while 26% report them impossible to obtain. Cocaine: 
35% don’t know, while 29% report them impossible to obtain. Heroin: 36% don’t know, 
while 31% report them impossible to obtain. Inhalants: 31% don’t know, while 24% 
report them very easy to obtain and 23% impossible. 
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France / ESPAD 1999 

Survey/study name:  European School Survey on Alcohol and Other Drugs – 
ESPAD France 

Contact person: François Beck, OFDT 

Year: 1999 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey (1st one in 1999) 

Population definition: school population 

Age range of participants: 14 -19 

Sample size: 11 870 

Sampling frame/basis: public and private schools 

Sampling procedure: cluster sampling in 2 steps: selection of 300 schools, then random 
sampling of 2 classes in each 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): CHOQUET M., LEDOUX S., HASSLER C., Alcool, tabac, 
cannabis et autres drogues illicites parmi les élèves de collège et de lycée : ESPAD 
1999 France, tome 1, rapport OFDT, 2001 ; BECK F., LEGLEYE S., PERETTI-WATEL 
P., Alcool, tabac, cannabis et autres drogues illicites parmi les élèves de collège et de 
lycée : ESPAD 1999 France, tome 2, rapport OFDT, 2001. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Where did you get this drug for the first time? 

Possible answers: I never used any substances mentioned in the previous question; it 
was given by an older brother/sister; it was given by a friend older than me; it was given 
by a friend younger than me; it was given by someone I heard of but didn’t know 
personally; it was given by a stranger; it was shared amongst a group of friends; I 
bought it from a friend; I bought it from someone I heard of but didn’t know personally; I 
bought it from a stranger; it was given by one of my parents; I took it from home without 
being allowed to; neither of these previous answers (describe briefly how you got it). 

Response rate: 95.3 % 

Main findings:  

I never used any substances mentioned in the previous question: 59.2 % 

it was given by an older brother/sister: 1.4 % 

it was given by a friend older than me: 6.4 % 

 it was given by a friend younger than me: 6.9 % 

 it was given by someone I heard of but didn’t know personally: 0.3 % 
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 it was given by a stranger: 0.2 % 

 it was shared amongst a group of friends: 17.5 % 

 I bought it from a friend: 1,5 % 

 I bought it from someone I heard of but didn’t know personally: 0.4 % 

 I bought it from a stranger: 0.1 % 

 it was given by one of my parents: 1,8 % 

 I took it from home without being allowed to: 1.3 % 

 neither of these previous answers (describe briefly how you got it): 3.0 % 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Where do you think you could easily buy some marijuana or hashish 
if you wanted to? 

Possible answers: I don’t know such a place; street,/park,/etc.; nightclub/bar/etc.; 
school; dealer’s home; other (please, mention it). 

Response rate: 98.2 % 

Main findings:  

I don’t know such a place: 34,2 % 

school: 39.3 %  

street,/park,/etc.: 25.5 % 

nightclub/bar/etc.: 26.2 % 

dealer’s home: 38.7 % 

other (please, mention it): 8.6 % 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: If you wanted to, would it be difficult to get? 

Possible answers: cigarettes; beer; wine; spirits; marijuana or hashish; LSD or other 
hallucinogenic substance; amphetamines (speed); tranquillisers or sedatives; crack, 
cocaine; ecstasy; magic mushrooms; inhalants (glue etc.) anabolic steroids. 

Response rate: between 99.1 % and 99.5 % 

Main findings: it depends on substance and modalities 
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Germany / Epidemiological survey on substance abuse (ESA) 1997/2000 

Survey/study name:  1997 and 2000 Epidemiological Surveys on Substance Abuse 
(ESA) 

Contact person: Ludwig Kraus, IFT 

Year: 1997 and 2000 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated cross-sectional survey 

Population definition: general adult population (German speaking) 

Age range of participants: 18-59 

Sample size: 
in 1997, 8 021 (6 338 from Old Laender and 1 683 from New Laender) 
In 2000, 8 139 (6 632 from Old Laender and 1430 from New Laender) 

Sampling frame/basis: German speaking population aged 18-59 living in housholds 

Sampling procedure: multi-stages probability sample (three stages): from sampling 
points stratified by region, households are randomly selected, and then a respondent is 
also randomly selected (according to the rule of the most recent birthday) 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: mailed self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s):  
Kraus, L. & Augustin, R. (2001). Repräsentativerhebung zum Gebrauch und Missbrauch 
psychoaktiver Substanzen bei Erwachsenen in Deutschland 2000. Sucht, 47 
(Sonderheft 1). 
Kraus, L. & Bauernfeind, R. (1998). Repräsentativerhebung zum Gebrauch und 
Missbrauch psychotroper Substanzen bei Erwachsenen in Deutschland 1997. Sucht, 44 
(Sonderheft 1). 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: ‘How easy could you access, within 24 hours, the following 
psychotropic substances: cannabis, amphetamines, ecstasy, LSD, heroin, cocaine?’ 

Possible answers: very easy; rather easy; rather difficult; impossible. 

Response rate: 65% (1997) and 46% (2000) 

Main findings: Perception of availability (18-39 year old non-users) of Cannabis, Cocaine 
and Opiates has increased since 1990 in East Germany. In West Germany an increase 
was observable until 1997, followed by a slight decrease. Prevalence rates in East 
Germany are still lower than those in West Germany. 
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Germany / Drug affinity among youths and young adults 1997 

Survey/study name:  Drogenaffinitätsstudie: Study of the drug affinity of youths 
and young adults 

Contact person: Roland Simon, IFT 

Year: 1997 and 2001 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: school population 

Age range of participants: 12-25 

Sample size: 3 000 (2 000 from Old Länder + 1 000 from New Länder) 

Sampling frame/basis: 12-25 year-olds living in households 

Sampling procedure: structured multi-step random selection (ADM-Design); selection via 
random route procedure 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: personal interviews 

Bibliographic reference(s): Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung (BZgA) 
(1998). Die Drogenaffinität Jugendlicher in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland 1997. Köln: 
Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: ‘Have you been offered drugs?’ (with no specification of substance) 

Possible answers: yes / no 

Response rate: West Germany: 68%; East Germany: 65% 

Main findings: 41% have been offered illicit drugs (West Germany: 43%; East Germany: 
33%) 
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Germany / Drug affinity among youths and young adults 2001 

Survey/study name: Drug affinity among young people in the Federal Republic of 
Germany 2001 

Contact person: Gerhard Christiansen, Jürgen Töppich, Volker Stander 

Year: 2001 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: youth segment of the general population 

Age range of participants: 12-25 

Sample size: 3 003 

Sampling frame/basis: telephone list; modified random digit dialing 

Sampling procedure: stratified random sample, proportional to age and gender, 
disproportional to region (West Germany: 2 000, East Germany: 1 000) 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: computer-assisted telephone interviewing 

Bibliographic reference(s): Die Drogenaffinität Jugendlicher in der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland 2001, Endbericht,  Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, Köln, 
Juni 2001.  

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: How easy would it be for you, to access the following substances: 
cannabis/marihuana, ecstasy, amphetamine/speed, cocaine 

Possible answers: Very easy, Likely easy, Likely difficult, Very difficult, Not possible at 
all, Don`t know 

Response rate: (of the question) 100% 

Main findings: 

  Cannabis  Ecstasy Amphetamine  Cocaine 
  Marijuana    Speed 

Very easy  27%  11%   8%  5% 

Likely easy  19%  16%   12%  8%  

Likely difficult  12%  17%   18%  15% 

Very difficult  11%  16%   18%  23% 

Not possible at all 28%  36%   39%  45% 

Don`t know  3%  4%   5%  4% 
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Greece / Greek national population survey on licit and illicit substance use 
1984/1993/1998 

Survey/study name: Greek national population survey on licit and illicit substance 
use  

Contact person: Anna Kokkevi, Anastasios Fotiou, University Mental Health Research 
Institute (UMHRI), Athens 

Year: 1984, 1993 (Athens) and 1998 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: general population within the age range 

Age range of participants: 12-64 

Sample size: 4 297 in 1984, 2 103 in 1993, and 3 759 in 1998 

Sampling frame/basis: National Statistics Office’s List of building blocks 

Sampling procedure: Stratified multi stage probability sample  
City/town => Building block => Household => Person 

Geographical coverage: Nationwide (excluding insular areas, excepting the islands of 
Crete and Evia); except in 1993: Greater Athens 

Data collection procedure: face-to-face interview (questionnaire completed by the 
interviewer) 

Bibliographic reference(s): Kokkevi, A., Loukadakis, M., Plagianakou, S., Politikou, K., 
Stefanis, C. (2000). Sharp increase in illicit drug use in Greece: trends from a general 
population survey on licit and illicit drug use. European Addiction Research, 6(1), 42-49. 
(data of 1998 and earlier) 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Has anyone offered you marijuana or hashish, heroin, ecstasy (since 
1998), ‘other drugs’ in the last 12 months?  

Possible answers: never, once or twice, several times, many times – answer expected 
for each substance 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Note: Questionnaires also included items on whether respondents personally know 

people who take drugs and how many of their close friends take drugs. These items 

were asked separately for hashish, un-prescribed pills, cocaine/crack, heroin, other 

drugs (LSD, ecstasy etc). Items on whether there are users in the family were also 

included. 
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Greece / National school population survey on alcohol and other drugs 
1984/1993/1998 

Survey/study name:  National School Population Survey on Alcohol and Other 
Drugs 

Contact person: Anna Kokkevi, Anastasios Fotiou, University Mental Health Research 
Institute (UMHRI), Athens 

Year: 1984, 1993 and 1998 (end) 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: high-school population 

Age range of participants: 13-18 

Sample size: 10 814 in 1984, 10 543 in 1993 and 8 557 in 1998 

Sampling frame/basis: Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs’ List of secondary 
education schools 

Sampling procedure: Stratified multi stage probability sample 

Geographical coverage: Nationwide (excluding insular areas, excepting the islands of 
Crete and Evia) 

Data collection procedure: Self-completed questionnaires administered in class 

Bibliographic reference(s): Kokkevi, A., Terzidou, M., Politikou, K., Stefanis, C. (2000). 
Substance use among high school students in Greece: outburst of illicit drug use in a 
society under change, Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 58,181-188. (data of 1998 and 
earlier) 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Has anyone offered you marijuana or hashish, heroin, ecstasy (1998 
only)? 

Possible answers: never, once or twice, several times, many times 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How difficult do you think it would be to find the following substances 
if you wanted to? Marijuana/hashish, heroin, tranquillisers, ecstasy (1998 only), other 
drugs (cocaine, LSD, etc.) 

Possible answers: almost impossible, very difficult, fairly difficult, fairly easy, very easy 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Note: 
Questionnaires also included items on whether respondents know people around them 
who take illicit drugs (in general) and marijuana/hashish (in particular); and on how 
many close friends they think have tried or take marijuana/hashish, ecstasy or heroin. 
Finally an item on whether respondents think there is a drug problem in their school was 
also included. 
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Italy / ESPAD 1999/2000/2001/2002 

Survey/study name: ESPAD the European School Survey Project on Alcohol and 
Other Drugs  

Contact person: Sabrina Molinaro; Francesca Denoth 

Year: 1999 – 2000 – 2001- 2002 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: secondary school students 

Age range of participants:  15-19 

Sample size: 23 000 

Sampling frame/basis: Stratified multistage sampling/school lists 

Sampling procedure: simple stratification in relation to the: distribution of schools in the 
103 italian provinces, high medium and low density index of population in each province, 
distribution of schools according to the severity index EMAB (ESPAD)  

Geographical coverage:  Italy (north, south and islands, centre) 

Data collection procedure: self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): n.a. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: In which of the following place do you think you could easily buy 
marijuana or hashish if you wonted to? 

Possible answers: I don’t know of any such place; street, park etc; school; disco, bar etc; 
house of a dealer; other. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How difficult do you think it would be for you to get each of the 
following , if you wanted 

Possible answers: for each of the specified substances there are six possibilities: 
impossible; very difficult, fairly difficult, fairly easy, very easy, don’t know 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 
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Netherlands / Antenna monitoring system 1999 

Survey/study name: Antenna Monitoring System 

Contact person: Dirk Korf 

Year: 1999 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey (next one planned for 2002) 

Population definition: school population 

Age range: 14-21 (mostly 15-18) 

Sample size: 540 third formers at secondary school (mean age 14.7 years)  and 621 
older secondary school pupils (mean age 16.4 years)  

Sampling frame/basis: population: 6 453 third formers and 9 837 older secondary school 
pupils 

Sampling procedure: (1) Selection of schools from geographical spread over the city, 
taking into account that not all types of schools are available in every part of the city. (2) 
Only classes that are followed by all pupils. (3) Weighting for gender and type of school. 

Geographical coverage: local – Amsterdam 

Data collection procedure: self-report by questionnaire (based on Espad, with additional 
questions) 

Bibliographic reference(s): Korf, D.J., Nabben, T., Diemel, S., Bouma, H. (2000) 
Antenne 1999. Trends in alcohol, tabak, drugs en gokken bij jonge Amsterdammers. 
Amsterdam: Thela Thesis. (with english summary) 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Question 15 ‘How did you obtain your first hashish or marijuana?’ 

Possible answers: I bought it; I was given it; I don’t remember. 

Response rate: question only to be answered by respondents reporting LTP cannabis 
(39% of older pupils, 28% of third formers).  Response rates are in general >95%. 

Main findings: 

Older pupils: 20% bought it, 60% was given it, 21% did not remember 

Third formers: 21% bought it, 60% was given it, 19% did not remember 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Question 16 ‘Where did you obtain your first hashish or marijuana?’ 

Possible answers: at home; by friends or acquaintances; in a coffee shop; in a bar or a 
club; in the street; at school; other place. 

Response rate: question only to be answered by respondents reporting LTP cannabis 
(39% older pupils, 28% third formers).  



40 

Main findings: 

Older pupils: 3% at home; 44% by friends or acquaintances; 17% in a coffee shop; 4% 
in a bar or a club; 11% in the street; 10% at school; 12% other place. 

Third formers: 49% by friends or acquaintances; 16% in a coffee shop; 15% in the 
street; 13% at school; 7% else. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Question 19 ‘Do you usually buy or are you usually given hashish or 
marijuana?’ 

Possible answers: I buy it most of the time; it is given to me most of the time; I buy it and 
it is given to me; I grow it most of the time. 

Response rate: question only to be answered by respondents reporting LMP cannabis 
(19% older students, 15% third formers).  Response rates are in general >95%. 

Main findings: 

Older pupils: 32% I buy it most of the time; 32% it is given to me most of the time; 36% I 
buy it and it is given to me; 6% I grow it most of the time. 

Third formers: 24% I buy it most of the time; 39% it is given to me most of the time; 31% 
I buy it and it is given to me; 7% I grow it most of the time. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Question 20 ‘Where do you usually buy or get hashish or marijuana?’ 

Possible answers: by friends or acquaintances; in a coffee shop; in a bar or a  club; by a 
dealer at home; in the street; at school; I grow it; other place. 

Response rate: question only to be answered by respondents reporting LMP cannabis 
(19% older students, 15% third formers).  Response rates are in general >95%. 

Main findings: 

Older pupils: 32% by friends or acquaintances; 51% in a coffee shop; 2% in a bar or a 
club; 5% in the street; 3% at school; 6% else. 

Third formers: 31% by friends or acquaintances; 51% in a coffee shop; 2% in a bar or a 
club; 4% in the street; 4% at school; grow it 7%; 3% else. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Question 21 ‘Have the following substances been already offered to 
you?’ 

Possible answers: for each of the following drugs (laughing gas, cocaine, ecstasy, 
speed, LSD, Heroin, hashish/marijuana, hallucinogenic mushrooms): never; yes in a 
coffee shop; yes (also) in another place. 

Response rate:  Response rates are in general >95%. 

Main findings: 
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Older pupils, ever been offered: 8% laughing gas, 13% cocaine, 15% ecstasy, 12% 
speed, 6% LSD, 7% Heroin, 50% hashish/marijuana, 16% hallucinogenic mushrooms. 

Third formers, ever been offered: 5% laughing gas, 7% cocaine, 7% ecstasy, 4% speed, 
4% LSD, 5% Heroin, 38% hashish/marijuana, 8% hallucinogenic mushrooms. 
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Netherlands / National school survey 1999 

Survey/study name: Peilstationonderzoek 

Contact person: Trimbos Institute 

Year: 1999 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey (next one planned 2003) 

Population definition: secondary school (in addition a sample of pupils from the last 
grade of elementary school – not presented at this form) 

Age range of participants: 12-18+ 

Sample size: 7 094 

Sampling frame/basis: n.a. 

Sampling procedure: n.a. 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: self-administered. 

Bibliographic reference(s): Zwart, W.M. de, Monshouwer, JK., Smit, F. (2000) Jeugd en 
riskant gedrag. Kerngevens 1999. Roken, drinken, drugsgebruik en gokken onder 
scholieren vanaf tien jaar. Utrecht: Trimbos-instituut. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: How do you mostly get your hash/marihuana?  

Possible answers: Get from friends. Get from others. Buy from dealer. Buy in coffee 
shop. Buy at school. Grow it myself.  

Response rate: Only applicable for recent users 

Main findings: Get from friends 46%. Get from others 8%. Buy from dealer 11%. Buy in 
coffee shop 31%. Buy at school 2%. Grow it myself 2%.  
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Norway / Population survey 1994/1999 

Survey/study name:  Norwegian Population Survey 

Contact person: Sturla Nordlund 

Year: 1999 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated 10 times since 1956. Questions about availability of 
drugs only included in the last two, 1994 and 1999. 

Population definition: whole adult population  

Age range of participants: 15 years and over. 

Sample size: 2170 persons   

Sampling frame/basis: randomly drawn addresses in a stratified community register. 

Sampling procedure: supposed to be simple random 

Geographical coverage:  whole country  

Data collection procedure: the main part of the survey was face-to-face interviews. The 
questions about drugs were however given on paper to the respondents. After 
answering the questions the paper was put in an envelope, the envelope was closed 
and delivered to the interviewer who attached it to the main questionnaire. 

Bibliographic reference(s): Amundsen, A., Nordlund, S. & Vale P.H.: Alkohol og 
narkotika I Oslo (alcohol and Drugs in Oslo.) SIFA rapport nr. 1/95. Oslo: National 
Institute for Alcohol and Drug Research, 1995. 

The Drug Situation in Norway 2001. Annual report to the EMCDDA. Oslo: Norwegian 
Institute for Alcohol and Drug Research.  

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Do you think you would manage to get some marihuana/hashish in 2-
3 days? (Same wording of questions about amphetamine, cocaine/crack, heroine and 
ecstasy.) 

Possible answers: Yes/No/Don't know 

Response rate: Unknown (sampling by random addresses until the desired number of 
respondents). 3-4 per cent have not answered the questions about drug availability. 

Main findings: 33 per cent report they would be able to obtain marihuana/hashish within 
2-3 days. The corresponding figure for amphetamine was 21 per cent, for cocaine 15 
per cent, for heroine 16 per cent and for ecstasy 21 per cent.  
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Norway / Annual youth survey 1990-2002 

Survey/study name:  Annual Youth Survey 

Contact person: Astrid Skretting 

Year: 2002 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated annually since 1990 

Population definition: adolescents  

Age range of participants: 15 - 20 years  

Sample size: 1 636 (net sample) 

Sampling frame/basis: population registry 

Sampling procedure: simple random 

Geographical coverage: whole country  

Data collection procedure: self-administered questionnaire distributed by post. 

Bibliographic reference(s):  

Skretting, A.: Ungdom og rusmidler (Young people and intoxicants) Oslo: The 
Norwegian Directorate for the Prevention of Alcohol and Drug Problems, 2000.  

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Have you ever been offered marihuana or hashes? (The same 
wording for questions about amphetamine, ecstasy, heroine (or other morphine-like 
substances), cocaine or crack, LSD) 

Possible answers: Yes/No (For other substances than marihuana/hashish also a 
possible answer was "Have never heard of the substance") 

Response rate:  About 50 %  

Main findings: Per cent "Yes": Cannabis 40%, amphetamines 15%, ecstasy 13%, 
heroine 5%, cocaine 8%, LSD 5%. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: If you wanted to get some marihuana or hashish, do you think you 
would get it in 2-3 days?  

Possible answers: Yes/No/Don't know 

Response rate: About 50 % 

Main findings: 67% yes. 
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Portugal / General population survey on psychoactive substances 2001 

Survey/study name: Portuguese national population survey on psychoactive 
substances 2001 

Contact person: Prof. Casimiro Balsa 

Year: 2001 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: general population 

Age range of participants: 15-64 

Sample size: 15 000 

Sampling frame/basis: list of statistical sections - National Statistic Institute 

Sampling procedure: multi stage random sample 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: interview 

Bibliographic reference(s): n.a. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: How did you get that product (grass), in the first time? 

Possible answers: partners, friends, acquaintances, relatives (father, mother, brothers), 
other relatives (cousins, uncles), school colleagues, work colleagues, neighbours, 
dealer, stranger, another person (who? Open answer), doesn’t know, doesn’t answer 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How did you get this product, the last time you used it (cannabis, 
grass, marijuana pot, liamba, chamon)? 

Possible answers: partners, friends, acquaintances, relatives (father, mother, brothers), 
other relatives (cousins, uncles), school colleagues, work colleagues, neighbours, 
dealer, stranger, another person (who? Open answer), doesn’t know, doesn’t answer 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Where did that first time take place? 



48 

Possible answers: in the house where s/he lived, in the house of someone s/he knew, at 
a party, in a disco, during a festival, during a trip, at school, at the work place, in the 
street/garden/open air area, any other (specify), doesn’t remember, doesn’t answer 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Over a period of 24 hours how difficult it would be for you to get this 
product (cannabis, grass, marijuana, pot, liamba, chamon)? 

Possible answers: very difficult, difficult, easy, very easy, doesn’t know, doesn’t answer 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 
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Spain / Home survey on drugs in the general population 1995/1997/1999 

Survey/study name:  Home survey on drugs in the general population 

Contact person: Lorenzo Sanchez Pardo 

Years: 1995, 1997, 1999 (bi-annual) 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: general young and adult population 

Age range of participants: 15-65 

Sample size: 12 488 in 1999 

Sampling frame/basis: n.a. 

Sampling procedure: n.a. 

Geographical coverage: n.a. 

Data collection procedure: self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s): Sanchez Pardo L., Situacion actual y evolucion de los 
consumos de drogas ilicitas en Espana (Present condition and evolution of illicit drug 
use in Spain, Trastornos Adictivos 2001; 3(2):85-94. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Perception of availability of various psychoactive substances  

Possible answers: easy; difficult; impossible: to obtain heroin, LSD, Cocaine, ecstasy, 
cannabis  

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: The illicit substance perceived as the most accessible in 1999 is hashish 
(45% consider it easy to obtain, and until 60% within 15-24 year-olds). On the contrary 
substances such as heroin, hallucinogenic substances, cocaine and ecstasy are 
considered difficult or impossible to obtain. Between 1995 and 1999, there is a decrease 
in the availability of illicit substances, since there was an increase in percentages of 
respondents saying that they would have much difficulty  to obtain drugs, excepted 
hashish for which levels are the same as in 1995.  
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United Kingdom / British crime survey 2001 

Survey/study name: British crime survey (BCS) 

Contact person: Tom Bucke (Home Office) 

Year: prevalence of drug use: 1992 to-date; availability of drugs: 2001 only 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: availability questions only asked in 2001, no definite plans to 
reintroduce them 

Population definition: household Survey 

Age range of participants: 16+ (Main) 16-59 (drug module) 

Sample size: 2001/2 BCS sample sizes: 32 797 (main), 20 152 (drug module), 1 536 
(youth boost). Total asked availability questions 4 059. 

Sampling frame/basis: small Users Postcode Address File 

Sampling procedure: stratified Multi-stage random probability 

Geographical coverage: England and Wales 

Data collection procedure: CAPI (main) CASI (drug module) 

Bibliographic reference(s): 
Last published information from the drug module was: Ramsey, R et al (2001). ‘Drug 
misuse declared in 2000: results from the British Crime Survey. Home Office Research 
Study 224. London: Home Office. This, and previous reports can be found on-line at 
www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds. 
Results from the 2001/2 BCS, including the availability data can be found in: Prevalence 
of drug use: key findings from the 2001/2002 British Crime Survey, Aust R., Sharp C. 
and Goulden C., Findings 182, Home Office, 2002.    

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: How easy would it be for you to get illegal drugs if you wanted to? 

Possible answers: Very easy / Fairly easy / Fairly difficult / Very difficult / Impossible / 
Don’t Know / Don’t want to answer. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How easy would it be for you to get [amphetamines / cannabis / 
cocaine/coke / crack/rock/stones / ecstasy / heroin / LSD/acid / magic mushrooms / 
methadone or physeptone] if you wanted to? 

Possible answers: Very easy / Fairly easy / Fairly difficult / Very difficult / Impossible / 
Don’t Know / Don’t want to answer. 

Response rate: 44-81% (according to the substance) 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds
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Main findings: Very/fairly easy to get amphetamines: 42%, cannabis: 68%, cocaine: 
33%, crack: 24%, ecstasy: 43%, heroin: 20%, LSD: 24%, magic mushrooms: 24%, 
methadone: 12% 
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United Kingdom / Smoking, drinking and drug use among young people in 
England 1998/1999/2000 

Survey/study name: Smoking, drinking and drug use among young people in 
England (School Survey). 

Contact person: Patsy Bailey (Department of Health). 

Year: questions on drugs introduced in 1998. 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: since 1998 conducted annually; alternating surveys focusing 
in more detail on smoking and drinking as in 1998 & 2000 or on drugs as in 1999; 
however, core questions remain every year. 

Population definition: school pupils. 

Age range of participants: 11-15 

Sample size: 4 752 (1998); 9 416 (1999); 7 089 (2000)  

Sampling frame/basis: school database 

Sampling procedure: two-stage probability 

Geographical coverage: England 

Data collection procedure: self-administered  

Bibliographic reference(s): 
Last published information from the school survey was: Boreham, R and Shaw, A (2001) 
(Eds.) Smoking, drinking & drug use among young people in England in 2000. London: 
The Stationary Office. 
This, and previous reports can be found on-line at: 
 http://www.official-documents.co.uk/documents/doh/sddyp/survey.htm 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Have you ever been offered any of the following? [Cannabis / 
Amphetamines, LSD / Ecstasy / Semeron / Poppers / Tranquillisers / Heroin / Magic 
Mushrooms / Methadone / Crack / Cocaine / Anabolic Steroids / Glues or Solvents / Any 
other type of drug]. 

Possible answers: Tick box if ‘yes’. 

Response rate: See relevant reports. 

Main findings: See main report for breakdowns by individual drugs and demographics. 

This question was asked in the 1998, 1999 & 2000 surveys. The 1999 survey did have a 
number of other questions looking in more detail about the circumstances surrounding 
drug use, such as when they first/last took drugs who did they get it from, where were 
they, how much did it cost etc. Wording and responses for these questions can be found 
at the above website.       

http://www.official-documents.co.uk/documents/doh/sddyp/survey.htm
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Europe / ESPAD 1995/1999 

Survey/study name:  The European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other 
Drugs 

Contact person: Bjorn Hibell, Barbro Andersson (CAN) 

Year: 1995 and 1999 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: school students 

Age range of participants: 15-16 

Sample size: 1 790 to 6 421 depending on the country (except in Faroe Islands and 
Greenland where smaller samples); responses rates: 77-95% depending on the country 

Sampling frame/basis: lists of schools and classes 

Sampling procedure: cluster samples of school classes and depending on the country: 
stratified or nor; drawn with a probability proportional to the size of schools/classes or 
with equal probabilities. 

Geographical coverage: 30 European countries in 1999 – Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Faroe Islands, Finland, France, FYROM, Greece, 
Greenland, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, the Netherlands 
(though different methodology), Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia (Moscow), 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Ukraine, the United Kingdom 

Data collection procedure: self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s):The 1999 ESPAD Report: Alcohol and other drug use among 
students in 30 European countries, B. Hibell, B. Andersson, S. Ahlstrom, O. Balakireva, 
T. Bjarnason, A. Kokkevi, M. Morgan, CAN, Council of Europe / Pompidou Group, 2000. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: How did you get this substance? – referring to previous question 
about the first drug ever tried (tranquillisers or sedatives without a doctors prescription, 
marijuana or hashish, LSD, amphetamines, crack, cocaine, relevin, heroin, ecstasy, 
“magic mushrooms”, don’t know what it was) 

Possible answers:  

I have never used any of the substances listed in previous question 

Given to me by an older brother or sister 

Given to me by a friend, a boy or a girl, older than me 

Given to me by a friend my own age or younger 

Given to me by someone I have heard about but did not know personally 

Given to me by a stranger 

It was shared around a group of friends 

Bought from a friend 

Given to me by one of my parents 
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Took it at home without my parents permission 

None of these (please describe briefly how you did get it) 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: in all countries (except the Netherlands) – average 

Never used any illicit drugs 81% 

Given to me by an older brother or sister 1% 

Given to me by a friend, a boy or a girl, older than me 4% 

Given to me by a friend my own age or younger 4% 

Given to me by someone else 0% 

It was shared around a group of friends 6% 

Bought from a friend 1% 

Bought from someone else 1% 

Other way 3% 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: In which of the following places do you think you could easily buy 
marijuana or hashish if you wanted to? 

Possible answers:  

I don’t know any of such places 

Street, park, etc. 

School 

Disco, bar, etc. 

House of a dealer 

Other(s), please specify 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: all countries (except the Faroe Islands and the Netherlands) – average 

Don’t know any such place 44% 

Street, park, etc. 19% 

School 12% 

Disco, bar, etc. 26% 

House of a dealer 17% 

Other places 8% 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How difficult do you think it would be for you to get each of the 
following substances, if you wanted? – for each of the following substances: cigarettes, 
beer, wine, liquor, marijuana or hashish (cannabis, pot, grass), LSD or some other 
hallucinogen, amphetamines (uppers, pep ills, bennies, speed), tranquillisers or 
sedatives, crack, cocaine, ecstasy, heroin (smack, horse), “magic mushrooms”, 
inhalants (glue, etc.), anabolic steroids 
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Possible answers: impossible, very difficult, fairly difficult, fairly easy, very easy, don’t 
know 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: all countries (except the Netherlands) – average 

Fairly easy/very easy to get: 

Beer 85% 

Wine 81% 

Spirits 71% 

Inhalants 39% 

Anabolic steroids 9% 

Marijuana / hashish 27% 

Amphetamines 13% 

LSD / other hallucinogens 12% 

Crack 9% 

Cocaine10% 

Ecstasy15% 

Heroin10% 

Magic mushroom 10% 

Tranquillisers or sedatives 25% 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How many of your friends would you estimate …  

smoke cigarettes 

drink alcoholic beverages (beer, wine, spirits) 

get drunk at least once a week 

smoke marijuana ‘pot, grass) or hashish 

take LSD or some other hallucinogen 

take amphetamines (uppers, pep pills, bennies, speed) 

take tranquilizers or sedatives (without a doctor’s prescription) 

take cocaine or crack 

take ecstasy 

take heroin 

take inhalants (glue etc) 

take “magic mushrooms” 

take alcohol together with pills 

take anabolic steroids  

Possible answers: none, a few, some, most, all 

Response rate: n.a. 
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Main findings: in all countries (except Finland and the Netherlands; Ireland for ecstasy 
and Romania for amphetamines) – average 

Perceived drug use among friends – some, most or all friends: 

smoke marijuana ‘pot, grass) or hashish 13% 

take LSD or some other hallucinogen 3% 

take amphetamines (uppers, pep pills, bennies, speed) 3% 

take tranquilizers or sedatives (without a doctor’s prescription) 3% 

take cocaine or crack 2% 

take ecstasy 3% 

take heroin 2% 

take inhalants (glue etc) 4% 

take “magic mushrooms” 2% 

take alcohol together with pills 5% 

take anabolic steroids 2% 
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European Union / Eurobarometer (young people) 2002 

Survey/study name: Special Eurobarometer – Attitudes and opinions of young 
people in the EU on drugs 

Contact person: n.a. 

Year: 2002 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated 

Population definition: young people, nationals and residents in the EU 

Age range of participants: 15-24 

Sample size: 7 687  

Sampling frame/basis: n.a. 

Sampling procedure: random sample with multiple stages, stratified by NUTS and region 
type; sampling of starting points and then method of random route 

Geographical coverage: all EU Member States 

Data collection procedure: face-to-face interviews 

Bibliographic reference(s): Eurobarometer 57.2 Special Eurobarometer 172: Attitudes 
and opinions of young people in the European Union on drugs, European Opinion 
Research Group (EORG), Directorate General for Justice and Home Affairs, EC, 2002. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Which of the following applies to you? – multiple answers possible, 
among which are: I have been offered cannabis; I have been offered drugs (other than 
cannabis) 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings:  

I have been offered cannabis 46,2% 

I have been offered drugs (other than cannabis) 26,2 % 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Please tell me if you tend to agree or tend to disagree with the 
following statements: It is easy to get drugs 

- near where you live 

- in or near my school/college 

- at parties 

- in pubs/clubs 

Possible answers: n.a. 
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Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings:  

It is easy to get drugs: 

- near where you live: 61.9% agree, 22.4% disagree, 15.7% don’t know 

- in or near my school/college: 54.9% agree, 23.4% disagree, 21.7% don’t know 

- at parties: 76.0% agree, 13.8% disagree, 10.2% don’t know 

- in pubs/clubs: 72.3% agree, 15.3% disagree, 12.4% don’t know  
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Australia / National drug strategy surveys 1985/1988/1991/1993/1995 

Survey/study name:  National Drug Strategy surveys - Patterns of drug use in 
Australia, 1985-95 

Contact person: n.a. 

Year: 1985, 1988, 1991, 1993, 1995 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey 

Population definition: adolescents and adults (from urban population centres of 5 000 
and over in 1985, 1988, 1991) 

Age range of participants: 14 and over 

Sample size: 2 791 in 1985; 2 255 in 1988; 2 850 in 1991; 3 500 in 1993 and 3 850 in 
1995 

Sampling frame/basis: n.a. 

Sampling procedure: quota sampling in 1985, random sampling from 1988 onwards 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: personal interview, with a self-administered questionnaire 
from 1988 onwards 

Bibliographic reference(s): Patterns of drug use in Australia, 1985-95, T. Makkai and I. 
McAllister, National Drug Strategy 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: 

1985: Have you ever been offered marijuana? – asked also for heroin, amphetamines, 
cocaine, ecstasy, tranquillisers, inhalants, steroids 

1988, 1991, 1993: Have you ever been offered any of the following … marijuana? – 
asked also for heroin, amphetamines, cocaine, ecstasy, tranquillisers, inhalants, steroids 

1995: In the past 12 months, have you been offered or had the opportunity to use any of 
the following … marijuana? – asked also for heroin, amphetamines, cocaine, ecstasy, 
tranquillisers, inhalants, steroids 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Main findings: all ages (possible to get results for 14-19 year-olds for whom there are 
higher %) 

Marijuana: 43% - 39% - 41% - 45% - 21% 

Heroin: 6% - 6% - 7% - 4% - 2% 

Amphetamines: 13% - 10% - 11% - 13% - 5% 

Cocaine: 7% - 8% - 9% - 5% - 3% 

Hallucinogens: (from 1988) 13% - 14% - 14% - 5% 
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Ecstasy: (from 1988) 4% - 7% - 6% - 3% 

Tranquilisers: 30% - 28% - 24% - 34% - 8% 

Barbiturates: 14% - 12% - 11% - 8% - 2% 

Inhalants: 5% - 5% - 6% - 5% - 4% 
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The United States / National household survey (1971-)2001 

Survey/study name:  National Household Survey 

Contact person: Substance Abuse and Mental Health System Administration (SAMHSA) 

Year: 2001 (carried out over a 12-months period) 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated survey (since 1971) 

Population definition: residents of households, non-institutional group quarters (e.g., 
shelters, rooming houses, dormitories), and civilians living on military bases 

Age range of participants: 12 and over 

Sample size: 68 929 

Sampling frame/basis: list of addresses (157 471 addresses screened) 

Sampling procedure: independent, multistage area probability sample for each of the 50 
States and the District of Columbia; over-sample of youths and young adults 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: combination of computer-assisted personal interviewing 
(CAPI) conducted by the interviewer and audio computer-assisted self-interviewing 
(ACASI) 

Bibliographic reference(s): 
Full report available at http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/nhsda/2k1nhsda/vol1/toc.htm 
Data on drug availability available at 
http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/nhsda/2k1nhsda/vol1/chapter6.htm#6.avail 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: How difficult it would be for you to get some …, if you wanted? – for 
each of the following substances: marijuana, LSD, cocaine, crack, heroin 

Possible answers: probably impossible; very difficult; fairly difficult; fairly easy; very easy 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: The percentage of persons aged 12 or older indicating that it was fairly or 
very easy to obtain marijuana increased between 2000 and 2001 (54.8 to 56.6 percent), 
while differences in the perceived availability of cocaine, crack, heroin, and LSD were 
not statistically significant. These trends were consistent across all age groups (12 to 17, 
18 to 25, and 26 or older). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: In the past 30 days, has anyone approached you to sell you an illegal 
drug? 

Possible answers: yes, no 

Response rate: n.a. 

http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/nhsda/2k1nhsda/vol1/toc.htm
http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/nhsda/2k1nhsda/vol1/chapter6.htm#6.avail
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Main findings: The percentage of persons aged 12 or older who had been approached in 
the past month by someone selling drugs increased slightly between 2000 and 2001 
from 7.4 to 7.8 percent. 
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The United States / Monitoring the future (1975-)2001 

Survey/study name:  Monitoring the Future 

Contact person: n.a. 

Year: 2001 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: annual survey since 1975 (follow-up longitudinal survey) 

Population definition: school students in 8th, 9th and 10th grades (also other samples of 
college students and young adults) 

Age range of participants: n.a. 

Sample size: about 44 300 school students 

Sampling frame: schools per geographic area 

Sampling procedure: multi-sage random sampling 

Geographical coverage: national 

Data collection procedure: self-administered questionnaire 

Bibliographic reference(s):  
Johnston, L. D., O'Malley, P. M., & Bachman, J. G. (2002). Monitoring the Future 
national survey results on adolescent drug use: Overview of key findings, 2001 (NIH 
Publication No. 02-5105). Bethesda, MD: National Institute on Drug Abuse, 56 pp. 
Johnston, L. D., O'Malley, P. M., & Bachman, J. G. (2002). Monitoring the Future 
national survey results on drug use, 1975-2001. Volume I: Secondary school students 
(NIH Publication No. 02-5106). Bethesda, MD: National Institute on Drug Abuse, 503 pp. 
Johnston, L. D., O'Malley, P. M., & Bachman, J. G. (2002). Monitoring the Future 
national survey results on drug use, 1975-2001. Volume II: College students and adults 
ages 19-40 (NIH Publication No. 02-5107). Bethesda, MD: National Institute on Drug 
Abuse, 242 pp. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: How difficult do you think it would be for you to get each of the 
following types of drugs, if you wanted some? – Marijuana, Amyl & Butyl nitrites, LSD, 
some hallucinogens other than LSD, PCP, MDMA (ecstasy), cocaine, crack, cocaine 
powder, heroin, some other narcotic, amphetamines, crystal meth. (Ice), barbiturates, 
tranquillisers, steroids 

Possible answers: probably impossible, very difficult, fairly difficult, fairly easily, very 
easily 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: responses for 8th, 10th and 12th grades 

Marijuana 48.1%, 77.4%, 88.5% 

LSD 17.6%, 31.2%, 44.7% 

PCP 15.4%, 21.6%, 27.2% 

MDMA (ecstasy) 23.8%, 41.4%, 61.5% 

Crack 24.4%, 30.6%, 40.2% 
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Cocaine powder 23.9%, 31.0%, 40.7% 

Heroin 16.9%, 20.1%, 32.3% 

Some other narcotic 15.0%, 25.8%, 45.0% 

Amphetamines 26.2%, 40.6%, 57.1% 

Crystal meth. (Ice) 13.9%, 19.9%, 28.3% 

Barbiturates 20.7%, 32.8%, 35.7% 

Tranquillisers 17.8%, 27.6%, 33.1% 

Steroids 23.1%, 33.1%, 44.4% 
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(examples) 
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Belgium / Cocaine users 1996-1997 

Survey/study name:  The taming of cocaine. Cocaine use in European and 
American cities 

Contact person: Tom Decorte 

Year: August 1996 - April 1997 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: ad-hoc study 

Population definition: experienced cocaine users from the metropolitan area of Antwerp 
(Belgium) 

Age range of participants: 19 - 64 (mean 29.16 years) 

Sample size: 111 

Sampling frame/basis: through participant observation in nightlife 

Sampling procedure: snowball sampling (non-randomised sequences) 

Geographical coverage: metropolitan area of Antwerp 

Data collection procedure: self-report by semi-structured questionnaire + biographical 
interview 

Bibliographic reference(s): Decorte, T. (2000), The taming of cocaine. Cocaine use in 
European and American cities. Brussels: VUB University Press. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Where did you first use cocaine? 

Possible answers: bar/café; disco; nightclub; coffee-shop; in a friend’s house; in my own 
house; at work; at a party; at school; elsewhere (specify). 

Response rate: 100% 

Main findings: 46% of participants used cocaine for the first time at a friend’s home, 
14,5% at home, 13,5% in a disco and 9% in a bar/café. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: When you first used cocaine, was it offered to you for free, did you 
ask for it, or did you buy it? 

Possible answers: offered (unasked, for free); asked for it (got it for free); bought it 
myself. 

Response rate: 100% 

Main findings: 67% of participants were offered their first cocaine, 17% asked for it, 15% 
bought it and 1 person (1%) found it accidentally. During the 2nd unstructured interview, 
75% of participants said they had not been ‘pushed’ when using for the 1st time cocaine, 
while 25% reported they had felt ‘pushed’. But actually only 5% referred to encounters 
with obtrusive individuals during their initiation phase. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Can you tell me as accurately as possible the value of the cocaine 
you have used in the last 4 weeks? 

Possible answers: … Belgian francs 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How much of this has been self-financed? 

Possible answers: … Belgian francs 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: What is the price per gram that you have paid in the last 4 weeks (or 
would have had to pay)? 

Possible answers: … Belgian francs (per gram) 

Response rate: 96% 

Main findings: participants reported price per gram from 1000 to 4500 BEF (2300 BEF in 
average – most of the prices between 1800-2800 BEF). Those paying less per gram 
were either dealers or buying in large amounts (about 10 grams). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Who do you mostly buy your cocaine from? 

Possible answers: the same one dealer; a number of dealers; friend(s)/acquaintance(s); 
other (specify). 

Response rate: 100% 

Main findings: 38% mostly buy from friends, 35% from a regular dealer – amongst them 
some are also friends – and 22,5% from different dealers. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 
wording: Where do you mostly buy cocaine? 

Possible answers: bar/café; disco; coffee-shop (in the Netherlands); dealer’s house; 
other (specify). 

Response rate: 98% (2 no answer) 

Main findings: cocaine is mostly bought at the dealer’s home (38%), in a bar/café (18%), 
delivered at home (18%), through friends (13,5%) or abroad (11%), on the street (9%), 
in a pre-arranged place (6%) and in a discotheque (3%). 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: If you ever get cocaine for free, who do you get it from? 

Possible answers: the same one dealer; a number of dealers; friend(s)/acquaintance(s); 
other (specify). 

Response rate: 99% (1 no answer) 

Main findings: 88% of participants report friends as the main source for getting cocaine 
for free, 10% their regular dealer, 6% various dealers and 1 (1%) his/her employer. One 
person reported never getting any cocaine for free. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Do you know whether the cocaine that you use contains adulterants? 

Possible answers: yes; no. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How often do you estimate adulterants are present in the cocaine you 
use? 

Possible answers: always; often; regularly; hardly ever; never. 

Response rate: 96% (4 no answer) 

Main findings: 66% of participants estimated that their cocaine were always adulterated, 
14% often/regularly, 4,5% sometimes, 8% hardly ever and 4% never. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Which adulterants can be found in the cocaine you use? 

Possible answers: (open-ended question) 

Response rate: 67% 

Main findings: mainly amphetamines (31,5%), milk powder (11%), ground glass (10%), 
flour (9%) and sugars (9%). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Can you notice if there is any speed (amphetamines) in the cocaine 
you use? 

Possible answers: yes; no. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: 88% answered they can notice if there is speed in the cocaine they use. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Question wording: How do you know? 

Possible answers: (open-ended question) 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: mostly by the effects perceived after consumption of cocaine, but some 
also reported that the ‘appearance’ and its ‘strong smell’ were indications for the 
presence of amphetamine in cocaine. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Do you check the purity of the cocaine that you buy? 

Possible answers: yes; no. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: 58,6% of participants do not test cocaine before buying. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How do you do that? 

Possible answers: (open-ended question) 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: the methods used are mainly cleaning with ammonia (19%), tasting 
(13,5%) and visual and tactile test (11%). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Compared to six months ago, do you think that the quality of the 
cocaine you use …? 

Possible answers: has improved; has deteriorated; has remained unchanged, stable; 
has been better at one time and has been worse at another; I don’t know. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: 

See Chapter 10 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Could you estimate the quality of the cocaine you have used on the 
last occasion? 

Possible answers: …%; I don’t know. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 
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Denmark / Street drug users 2001 

Survey/study name:  På gaden og henne om hjørnet ('on the street and around the 
corner') 

Contact person: Karen Ellen Spannow and Vibeke Asmussen 

Year: 2001 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: ad-hoc survey 

Population definition: street users 

Age range of participants: not defined  

Sample size: 65 

Sampling frame/basis: n.a. 

Sampling procedure: n.a. 

Geographical coverage: three bigger cities in Denmark, that is, Copenhagen, Odense 
and Randers.  

Data collection procedure: a mixture of qualitative, semi-structured and group interviews.  

Bibliographic reference(s): Spannow, K. E. and Asmussen, V.: 'På gaden og henne om 
hjørnet'. Issued by Center for Rusmiddelforskning (Centre for alcohol and drug 
research), Århus, Denmark, 2001.  

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Interview-guide for the drug addicts have no boxes to tick - the questions are all 'open'. 
The questions on getting drugs are phrased in the following way:  

Question wording: How do you get your drugs? 

Possible answers: prostitution, crime, pusher, work, moonlighting 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: What does it cost? 

Possible answers: not listed 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: What's the situation regarding availability? 

Possible answers: not listed 
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Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 
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Germany / Socially integrated drug users 1999-2002 

Survey/study name: Drug use in the civil milieu 

Contact person: Uwe E. Kemmesies 

Year: 1999-2002 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: ad hoc survey/ 

Population definition: socially integrated drug users  

Age range of participants: 22-47 (pilot study) 

Sample size: 150-200 users and 50 non-user (n=34, pilot study: only user) 

Sampling frame/basis: n.a. 

Sampling procedure: snowball-sampling 

Geographical coverage: Frankfurt – Rhein-Main-Area 

Data collection procedure: an open, biographical and standardised face-to-face 
interview 

Bibliographic reference(s):  
Kemmesies, U.E. (1999) Der bürgerliche Konsument und Dealer. Erste Ergebnisse 
einer Pilotstudie zum Umgang mit illegalen Drogen im bürgerlichen Milieu. / The civil 
user and dealer. First findings of a pilot-study on the handling/use of drugs in the civil 
milieu. In: Wiener Zeitschrift fuer Suchtforschung, 3: 3-16. 
Kemmesies, U.E. (2000) Umgang mit illegalen Drogen im 'bürgerlichen' Milieu: Zum 
Steuerungseinfluß formeller und informeller Sozialkontrolle. Erste Ergebnisse einer 
Pilotstudie. In: Sucht, 2: 101-110. 
Kemmesies, U.E. (2000) Zum prekären Geltungsbereich des 
Betaeubungsmittelgesetzes: Umgang mit illegalen Drogen im 'buergerlichen' Milieu. 
Zwischenbericht. / On the precarious scope of the drug law: Drug use in the civil milieu 
interim report Frankfurter Beitraege zur Erziehungswissenschaft. Fachbereich 
Erziehungswissenschaften/Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universität, Frankfurt/M. 
Kemmesies, U.E. (2001) Consumo de drogas dentro del entorno 'burgués'. Influencia 
del control social formal e informal. In: Adicciones, 1: 101-110. 
Kemmesies, U.E./Hess, H. (2001) Zum Steuerungseinfluß des 
Betäubungsmittelgesetzes. / On the regulating effect of the drug law. In: Haft, F. et al. 
(eds.): Bausteine zu einer Verhaltenstheorie des Rechts. Nomos, Baden-Baden: 315-
323. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Where do you buy the current drugs most important to you?  

Possible answers: friends/acquaintances; house-dealer/private address; café/pub; 
discotheque/club; on the street scene; others (specify) 

Response rate:100% (pilot study) 

Main findings: 75% (26) buy their current primary drugs from friends/acquaintances, 
21% (7) at the house of a dealer and 3% (1) in a café/pub. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Question wording: From whom do you buy the current drugs most important to you? 
(answer for max. 2 drugs) 

Possible answers: friends/acquaintances; favourite/usual dealer; changing dealer; 
others (specify) 

Response rate: 100% (pilot study) 

Main findings: 79% (27) buy their current drugs from friends/acquaintances, 12% (4) 
from favourite/usual dealer and 9% (3) from other people. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Do you check the quality of the drugs you buy (answer for max. 2 
drugs) 

Possible answers: yes; no; if no, why not (specify) 

Response rate: 100% (pilot study) 

Main findings: Most don’t check the quality of the drugs they buy (76%, the main reason 
being that they don’t think it is necessary, since they buy their drugs through friends. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Do you currently have your favourite drug at home? 

Possible answers: yes; no 

Response rate: 100% (pilot study) 

Main findings: Most of the respondents have their favourite drug at home currently 
(65%). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How long would it take to get your favourite drug? 

Possible answers: every time; within 24 hours; within 2 or 3 days; within a week; longer 
than a week 

Response rate: 100% (pilot study) 

Main findings: within 2/3 days for 35% (12), every time for 29% (10), within 24 hours for 
21% (7), longer than a week for 9% (3), and within a week for 6% (2). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Did you ever buy a drug which had no effect, which was fake? 

Possible answers: It didn’t happen to me so far; yes, it happened x times 

Response rate: 100% (pilot study) 

Main findings: It didn’t happen to 47% (16) of the respondents, while it happened to 53% 
(18). Amongst them, 17% (6) once, 17% twice and 17% more than twice. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Question wording: How many months ago did you buy for the last time a drug with no 
effect? 

Possible answers: never happened; x months ago 

Response rate: 100% (pilot study) 

Main findings: amongst those (18) who bought at least once a drug without effect (fake 
drug), for 11 it was <12 months ago, for 5 it was between 7-12 months ago and for 2 it 
was between 0-6 months ago. 
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Ireland / Drug users known to the police 1997 

Survey/study name: Illicit Drug Use and Related Criminal Activity in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area 

Contact person: Kieran O’Dwyer, Garda Research Unit,  

Year: 1997 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: repeated Survey. Second survey is being carried out in 2002. 

Population definition: drug users in the Dublin Metropolitan Area known to the police 

Age range of participants: age limits not stated; 76% were aged between 20 to 35 years 

Sample size: 352 out of a total of 4 105 drug users in the Dublin Metropolitan Area 
known to the police 

Sampling frame/basis: database of all drug users in the Dublin Metropolitan Area known 
to the police 

Sampling procedure: stratified random sample, stratified by police district 

Geographical coverage: Dublin Metropolitan Area; it comprises Dublin city, the capital of 
Ireland. 

Data collection procedure: face-to-face interview 

Bibliographic reference(s): Keogh, E. (1997). Illicit Drug Use and Related Criminal 
Activity in the Dublin Metropolitan Area. An Garda Síochána, Dublin. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Where do you usually get your drugs? 

Possible answers: The neighbourhood; Elsewhere 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: The neighbourhood 64%; Elsewhere 36% 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Who do you get your drugs from? 

Possible answers: Spouse/Partner; Brother/Sister; Friend; Local Dealer; Unknown 
Dealer; Other (specify) 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: Friend 10%; Local Dealer 46%; Unknown Dealer 33% 

Other results not stated. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Do you always use the same supplier? 
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Possible answers: Yes; No 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: Yes 20%; No 80% 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Who introduced you to drugs? 

Possible answers: Father; Mother; Brother; Sister; Friend; Other (specify) 

Response rate: 344 (97.7%) out of 352 

Main findings: Father 1.2% (n=4); Mother 0.3% (n=1); Brother 4.4% (n=15); Sister 0.6% 
(n=2); Friend 80.2% (n=276); Other* 13.4% (n=46) 

*No details on “other” given in report 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How difficult is it to get drugs? 

Possible answers: Easy; Difficult; Don’t Know 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: Easy 66%; Difficult 24%; Don’t Know 10% 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Has it become more difficult to get drugs in the last six months? 

Possible answers: Yes. If yes why?; No; Don’t Know 

Response rate: 330 (93.8%) out of 352 

Main findings: Yes 68.2% (n=225); No 19.1% (n=63); Don’t Know 12.7% (n=42) 

Of those who said “Yes” (n=225) the reasons given (n=221) were as follows: 

Garda/Drought/Dochas* 50.7% (n=112) 

Vigilantes 32.1% (n=71) 

Community Groups 4.5% (n=10) 

Other 12.7% (n=28) 

* Garda is the Irish police. Drought is a term used by drugs users when the supply of 
drugs has been curtailed by the Garda sufficiently to cause a shortage. Operation 
Dochas (Hope) was a Garda operation concentrating on street and consumption drugs. 
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Netherlands / Cocaine users 1991 

Survey/study name: Follow-up study of 64 cocaine users in Amsterdam 

Contact person: n.a. 

Year: 1991 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: follow-up of 1987 study 

Population definition: “non-deviant“ cocaine users 

Age range: n.a. 

Sample size: 64  

Sampling frame/basis: 160 initially interviewed in 1987 

Sampling procedure: ability to find and interview the original 160 persons (snow-ball 
sampling in 1987) 

Geographical coverage: local – Amsterdam 

Data collection procedure: personal interviews 

Bibliographic reference(s): Cohen P. and Sas A. (1993) Ten years of cocaine – A follow-
up study of 64 cocaine users in Amsterdam, Amsterdam: Dpt of Human Geography, 
School of Environmental Sciences, University of Amsterdam. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: When you first used cocaine, was it offered to you, did you ask for it 
or did you buy it? 

Possible answers: offered (unasked and free); asked for it (got it for free), bought it 
myself 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Can you tell as accurately as possible the value of the cocaine you 
used during the last 4 weeks? 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How much of this was self-financed? 

Possible answers: n.a. 
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Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: What was the price per gram that you paid during the last four weeks 
(or would have paid)? 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: From whom do you usually buy your cocaine? 

Possible answers: a single dealer, various dealers, friends or acquaintances, other 
(specify) 

Response rate: n.a.  

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Where do you usually buy your cocaine? 

Possible answers: bar/café, disco, hash (coffee-shop), dealer’s house, other (specify) 

Response rate: n.a.  

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: If you get cocaine free, from whom do you usually get it? 

Possible answers: a single dealer, various dealers, friends or acquaintances, other 
(specify) 

Response rate: n.a.  

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: Suppose that cocaine becomes much cheaper in the NL. Would you 
in that case use more? (or start using again, if you have quit?) 

Possible answers: yes, no, unknown/no answer 

Response rate: n.a.  

Main findings: n.a. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: At what price per gram would you start using more / start using 
again? 

Possible answers: n.a. 

Response rate: n.a.  

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: If cocaine cost …, do you think most cocaine users would start using 
more? 

Possible answers: yes, no, unknown/no answer 

Response rate: n.a.  

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: If cocaine would cost f100, would most cocaine users in your opinion 
start using more? 

Possible answers: yes, no, unknown/no answer 

Response rate: n.a.  

Main findings: n.a. 
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United Kingdom / Rough sleepers 2000 

Survey/study name: Rough sleeping, substance use and service provision in 
London 

Contact person: Jane Fountain 

Year: 2000 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: ad-hoc study 

Population definition: homeless population sleeping rough at least 6 nights in the last 6 
months (inclusion criteria) 

Age range of participants: 17-72 

Sample size: 389 

Sampling frame/basis: the sample was chosen to be typical of all those sleeping rough 
in Inner London in 2000 

Sampling procedure: comprehensive coverage of the population fitting the inclusion 
criteria and met during the study dates (January – October 2000) 

Geographical coverage: local – London 

Data collection procedure: self-report by interview (using a structured questionnaire 
including some open-ended questions) 

Bibliographic reference(s): Rough sleeping, substance use and service provision in 
London – Final report to Crisis, J. Fountain and S. Howes, National Addiction Centre, 
London, January 2001 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: ‘Where do you usually obtain heroin, methadone, other opiates, 
cocaine powder, etc.?’ to those who used each drug in the last month. It is an open-
ended question. 

Possible answers: It is an open-ended question but answers were codified/analysed as 
it follows: buy; given by friends; own prescription; prescription and bought; police dr; 
given by acquaintance 

Response rate: 100% amongst those who used each drug in the last month 

Main findings: Heroin: amongst 184 last month users, 98% bought it while the others 
were given by friends. Cocaine powder: amongst 51 last month users, 86% bought it 
and 12% were given by friends. Crack: amongst 182 last month users, 98% bought it 
while the others were given by friends. Amphetamine: amongst 39 last month users, 
87% bought it and 10% were given by friends. Ecstasy: amongst 32 last month users, 
91% bought it while the others were given by friends. LSD: amongst 18 last month 
users, 100% bought it. Cannabis: amongst 252 last month users, 86.5% bought it while 
the others were given by friends.  
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Council of Europe / Pompidou Group Multi-city study on local monitoring 

Survey/study name:  Multi-city study on local monitoring, Pompidou Group 

Contact person: Ruud Bless 

Year: n.a. 

Repeated/ad-hoc survey: annual expert assessment reports of the situation at city level  

Population definition: drug researchers 

Age range of participants: n.a. 

Sample size: 42 cities participating in the 3rd Multi-city study covering 1991-1998; 16 
cities participating in the update of the study covering 1999-2000 

Sampling frame/basis: n.a. 

Sampling procedure: n.a. 

Geographical coverage: local - city level 

Data collection procedure: n.a.; the questions below are taken from a structured 
questionnaire developed to carry out the multi-city study, the Multi-city Annual Reporting 
Questionnaire (MARQ) 

Bibliographic reference(s): 
Pompidou Group (2003) Activity report 2000-2003 [P-PG/Minconf (2003)2] Strasbourg: 
Pompidou Group, Council of Europe. 
Bless R. (May 2002) Pompidou Group Multi-city study update report 1999-2000 [P-
PG/Epid (2002)11] Strasbourg: Pompidou Group, Council of Europe. 
Bless R. (Dec. 2000) 3rd Multi-city study: drug use trends in European cities in the 
1990s [ISBN 92-871-4459-1] Strasbourg: Pompidou Group, Council of Europe. 
Pompidou Group and UNDCP (1997) Multi-city Network Eastern Europe - Joint 
Pompidou Group / UNDCP project: extension of the multi-city network to Central and 
Eastern Europe. First city reports from: Bratislava, Budapest, Gdansk, Ljubljana, 
Prague, Sofia, Szeged, Varna, Warsaw [ISBN 92-871-3509-6] Strasbourg: Pompidou 
Group, Council of Europe. 
Pompidou Group (1994) Multi-city study : Drug misuse trends in thirteen European cities 
[ISBN 92-871-2392-6] Strasbourg: Pompidou Group, Council of Europe. 

Questions on drug availability or access to drugs 

Question wording: Rank in order of importance locations where drugs are sold at retail 
(consumer) level – for each of the following substances: cannabis, heroin, other opioids 
(specify), coca powder, crack, amphetamines, ecstasy, other amphetamine type 
(specify), LDS, other hallucinogens (specify), barbiturates, benzodiazepines, other 
sedatives and tranquillisers (specify), solvents/inhalants, other drugs (specify) 

Possible answers: on the street, in bars/discos etc., in private homes, at other places 
(specify) 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Question wording: How easy or difficult it would be for young adolescents or young 
adults (excluding regular users) to acquire drugs? 

Possible answers: (almost) impossible, very difficult, fairly difficult, fairly easy, very easy 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: How are drugs ranked in order of the retail (street level) price per 
gram?  

Possible answers: numerical ranking of the following substances: cannabis, heroin, 
other opioids (specify), coca powder, crack, amphetamines, ecstasy, other 
amphetamine type (specify), LSD, other hallucinogens (specify), other drugs (specify) 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: What have been the trend in the price at retail (street) level per gram 
over the past year? - of the following substances: cannabis, heroin, other opioids 
(specify), coca powder, crack, amphetamines, ecstasy, other amphetamine type 
(specify), LSD, other hallucinogens (specify), other drugs (specify) 

Possible answers: large increase, some increase, stable, some decrease, large 
decrease 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question wording: What has been the trend in the purity (% active substance) of drugs 
at retail (street) level over the past year? - of the following substances: cannabis, heroin, 
other opioids (specify), coca powder, crack, amphetamines, ecstasy, other 
amphetamine type (specify), LSD, other hallucinogens (specify), other drugs (specify) 

Possible answers: large increase, some increase, stable, some decrease, large 
decrease 

Response rate: n.a. 

Main findings: n.a. 
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