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Europe in Portugal 

Portugal is part of Europe, and the European Union is increasingly part of 
our lives. Since 1986, when the country joined the then European Communities, 
its development has been impressive:

•  In 1995, the number of kilometres of motorway per 100km2 was 0.7, while in 
2005 it totalled 2.2. In 1986 (using the national road network analysis and 
planning model), the journey time from Lisbon to Guarda was 6h 6min, 
Lisbon to Oporto 5h 13min and Lisbon to Caia 3h 25min. Today the average 
is 3h, 3h 8min and 2h respectively.

•  The school dropout rate fell from 50% in 1992 to 39% in 2005.

•  Infant mortality fell from 16% in 1986 to less than 4% in 2005.

•  Between 1991 and 2005, the resident population in Portugal increased by 
702,000 and the percentage of legally resident foreigners rose from 1% to 
more than 2.5%. 

•  Between 1995 and 2005, the 23% poverty rate after social transfers fell to 
around 20%. 

•  The United Nations Human Development Index (HDI) of less than 0.80 in 
1975 for Portugal stood at around 0.83 in 1985 and over 0.90 in 2005.

Many other indicators could be presented, but the important thing is what 
people feel. And the effect of the EU is truly all around us: on the roads and in the 
fields, in legislation and in numbers travelling abroad. Indeed, few areas escape 
the impact of European cooperation and integration in which we participate so 
intensely and wholeheartedly. 

Everything began on 1 January 1986 when Portugal, alongside neighbouring 
Spain, became a member of the European Communities. The European 
institutions were already present in Portugal at the time through the European 
Commission delegation. 

Over two decades later, the European Parliament, the European Commission and 
the European Investment Bank all have offices in Lisbon. The Portuguese capital is 
also home to two EU agencies: the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and 
Drug Addiction and the European Maritime Safety Agency. In addition, it hosts 
the Jacques Delors European Information Centre. 

But beyond Lisbon, and scattered across the whole country, are EU contact and 
information points at the service of Portuguese citizens. These include: a network 
of European documentation centres, helping universities promote and develop 
education and research on European integration; the Europe Direct information 
relays, acting as the interface between the EU and its citizens locally; and Team 
Europe, a group of independent national academics and experts available to 
speak at conferences on a broad range of EU policies. 

This information brochure presents the above bodies and aims to offer the public 
a taste of ‘Europe in Portugal’. 



European Monitoring Centre  
for Drugs and Drug Addiction 

Just over a decade ago, Europe’s capacity for monitoring its drug problem was extremely 
limited. National approaches to the topic varied greatly and there was a lack of reliable 
and comparable information at European level concerning drugs, drug addiction and 
their consequences. In other words, it was impossible to talk with confidence about 
patterns and trends in drug use across the EU. The European Monitoring Centre for Drugs 
and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) was founded in 1993 to change that.

Inaugurated in Lisbon in 1995, the EMCDDA is the hub of drug-related information in 
Europe. It exists to provide the EU and its Member States with a factual overview of 
European drug problems and a common information framework to support the drugs 
debate. The EMCDDA consists of a 90-strong team of specialists representing some 20 
nationalities. Today it offers policy-makers the scientific evidence base they need for 
drawing up drug laws and strategies and helps professionals and researchers pinpoint 
best practice and new areas for analysis.

Improving the comparability of drug information in the EU is central to the agency’s 
work. To achieve this, the EMCDDA coordinates and relies on a network of some 30 
national monitoring centres (Reitox network) to gather and analyse country data 
according to common data-collection standards and tools. The results of this national 
monitoring process are fed to the Lisbon centre for analysis and are ultimately released in 
the Annual report on the state of the drugs problem in Europe — one of its many outputs. 

The EMCDDA has several working partners in Portugal. These include technical bodies — 
primarily the Instituto da Droga e da Toxicodependência — which furnish the agency with 
the Portuguese drugs picture, and political bodies which use EMCDDA information when 
taking decisions on drug-related issues. In addition to cooperating with partners at 
national level, the EMCDDA also collaborates with its peers worldwide, having signed 
agreements with key European and international organisations working in the drugs field. 

Over time, the EMCDDA has become, not only Europe’s central reference point on drugs, 
but also a respected authority globally. This interest has been reflected in visits by Heads 
of State and high-ranking politicians from all world regions and in requests from several 
non-EU countries for cooperation, whether in the form of technical assistance or the 
exchange of data and expertise. 

While the EMCDDA monitors the drug situation today, it is ever vigilant for new drugs and 
emerging trends that may pose a threat to Europe’s citizens tomorrow. With the 
production of cocaine and heroin at historically high levels and with over 7,000 
Europeans dying every year of drug overdoses, constant monitoring is imperative.

EMCDDA, your reference point on drugs in Europe

emcdda.europa.eu

Established: 1993
Director: Wolfgang Götz

Staff: 92
Tel.  (351) 218 11 30 00
Fax  (351) 218 13 17 11

info@emcdda.europa.eu
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu
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European Maritime Safety Agency

Over 90% of European Union external trade goes by sea and more than 1 billion tonnes 
of freight a year are loaded and unloaded in EU ports. However, although shipping is the 
most important mode of transport in terms of volume, it does not come without risk. 
This is particularly true given the requirement to operate cost-efficiently, and to 
frequently overcome difficult weather and traffic conditions and to manoeuvre in 
restricted spaces.

Against this background, EMSA was set up in 2002 in the wake of the Erika, and later 
Prestige, oil tanker disasters which caused considerable pollution along the north-western 
EU coastline.

The primary role of the agency is to provide technical assistance and support to the 
European Commission and Member States in the proper development and 
implementation of EU legislation on maritime safety, pollution by ships and security on 
board ships. To do this, it inspects organisations involved in the design, construction, 
maintenance and operation of ships to ensure that they are complying with the EU 
legislation in force.

In addition, EMSA has an EU-wide ship monitoring role. This involves the development 
and operation of the SafeSeaNet system, which uses a risk-based approach in tracking 
ships and their cargoes in EU waters. It also involves the operation of the CleanSeaNet 
system, which uses remote sensing satellite data to create radar images which can be 
used for the identification of oil slicks in EU waters.

In the event of a pollution disaster, EMSA has contracted a fleet of pollution response 
vessels in different locations around the coastline, which Member States can call on at 
any time. It also has a role in ensuring that maritime accidents are investigated in a 
consistent and effective way. Finally, EMSA provides support to new Member States 
(including training) in order to familiarise them with EU legislation, procedures and 
operations.

As a body of the European Union, the agency sits at the heart of the EU maritime safety 
network and collaborates with many industry stakeholders and public bodies, in close 
cooperation with the European Commission.

Safer shipping — cleaner seas

Established: 2002
Director: Willem de Ruiter
Staff: 153
Tel. (351) 211 20 92 00
Fax (351) 211 20 92 10
information@emsa.europa.eu
http://www.emsa.europa.eu
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European Parliament office in Portugal

The European Parliament (EP) is the only EU institution democratically elected by direct 
universal suffrage. It currently has 785 members (MEPs) from the 27 EU Member States, 
24 of whom are Portuguese. This is why there is an EP office open to the public in the 
centre of Lisbon.

Each EP office in the EU Member States has three main tasks:

•  to inform citizens on parliamentary activities and facilitate access to the institution’s 
documents;

•  to communicate with the general public by publicising European policies and the 
institution it represents;

•  to represent the institution before national and local authorities, embassies and other 
bodies.

In Portugal, the EP office offers support to visiting EP bodies (e.g. committees, political 
groups) and to MEPs organising activities in the country. Run by EP officials, the office 
promotes a broad range of activities intended to inform the public about the EU in 
general and the EP in particular. Its information and communication strategy is fixed for 
successive five-year periods that coincide with the duration of a legislature. 

While the office centres on the European agenda, it does not lose sight of its main target 
audience, the Portuguese public. It has therefore established a transparent relationship 
with the national and regional media in order to fill information gaps concerning 
European institutions and policies. The ultimate objective is to provide know-how and 
working tools to media professionals, while respecting their diverse opinions, critical 
approach and sense of scrutiny.

A substantial body of work on European issues has been published by the office. 
This provides all those with an interest in European affairs with a valuable reference 
repository in the Portuguese language. The office also uses state-of-the-art technology, 
including digital solutions, to reach the public as effectively as possible. Furthermore, by 
participating in, and encouraging the production of, radio and TV programmes, the office 
helps raise public awareness that the EU, rather than an abstract concept, is in fact 
strongly present in our daily life. 

Young people receive special attention from the office: the ‘Euroscola’ programme takes 
hundreds of Portuguese secondary school students to Strasbourg every year to offer 
them an insight into the work of the EP. It is dialogue, however, that makes it possible to 
present and discuss the most varied issues surrounding European integration. Under the 
‘Citizens’ forum’ programme, the EP office has promoted fora throughout the country 
that bring the institution and its elected members closer to the electorate. 

An informed population aware of the challenges of the contemporary world is better 
qualified to give its views on the future of a ‘European Portugal’. For this reason the EP 
office — together with its partners in Portugal and the other European institutions and 
agencies — cooperates in campaigns to broaden participation in the European elections.

Your voice in Europe

Established: 1986
Head of the Lisbon office:  

Paulo Sande
Staff: 8

Address: Largo Jean Monnet, 1–6º
1269-070 Lisbon, Portugal

Tel. (351) 213 50 49 00
Fax (351) 213 54 00 04

eplisboa@europarl.europa.eu 
http://www.parleurop.pt

The European Parliament office in Portugal.

The EP hemicycle in Strasbourg.
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European Commission representation in Portugal

The European Commission (EC) is the executive branch of the European Union, led by the 
Commission President — currently José Manuel Durão Barroso — and 26 Commissioners. 
It is responsible for proposing legislation, implementing decisions, upholding the EU’s 
treaties and for the general day-to-day running of the Union. It employs over 25,000 
European civil servants. 

Each EU Member State hosts a European Commission representation which acts as the 
official representative of the institution in the country concerned. In Portugal the core 
tasks of the representation are threefold.

First of all, it has the important task of implementing the Commission’s communication 
strategy at local level. Focusing on items in the Commission’s communication agenda, and 
specific priorities deriving from national and regional political landscapes, it addresses 
target audiences in Portuguese, adapting the message to local needs. Among others:

•  it organises debates on European policies with relevant partners and implements 
programmes in collaboration with the Portuguese government; 

•  it develops a communication policy, at local and regional level, aimed at moving closer 
to the citizen, through the: European documentation centres, Europe Direct information 
relays and Team Europe (http://ec.europa.eu/europedirect/visit_us/index_en.htm);

•  it publishes information on its website, produces information booklets for citizens and 
responds to questions from citizens on European matters.

Secondly, the representation follows the national, regional and local media. In this context: 

•  it speaks for the Commission, providing timely and relevant information about 
developments within the EU (e.g. Commission decisions) and diffusing information 
daily to a comprehensive contact network of national and regional journalists;

•  it analyses media trends and reports to the Commission in Brussels through daily 
résumés on what is published about the EU in the Portuguese media. 

Thirdly, the representation acts as an interface between the Commission and the political 
world and civil society in the country. As such:

•  it provides the Commission with in-depth, accurate and timely analysis regarding 
developments in the Member State and the views of the government and civil society 
on issues within the Commission’s remit; 

•  it provides governments (national, regional or local), the national parliament and 
stakeholders with relevant information; 

•  it reinforces the profile of Commissioners, as the main representatives and ‘faces’ of the 
Commission, by systematically contributing to the organisation of their visits in the 
Member State. 

The EC representation in Portugal is fully aware of the communication challenges facing 
the Union. It works in cooperation with a wide array of partners in order to reinforce 
public awareness on European issues.

United in diversity

Established: 1986
Head of representation:  
Margarida Marques
Staff: 28 
Address: Largo Jean Monnet, 1–10º 
1269-068 Lisbon, Portugal
Tel. (351) 213 50 98 00
Fax (351) 213 50 98 01 
comm-rep-lisbonne@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/portugal/
comissao/index_pt.htm

Staff at the Commission representation  
in Portugal.

The European Commission representation in 
Portugal.
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European Investment Bank 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) has been active in Portugal since 1976,  
but lending took off after Portugal’s accession to the then European Communities  
in 1986. In the past 20 years, the EIB has granted loans worth more than EUR 26 billion  
for projects in Portugal. In relative terms, Portugal is now one of the biggest recipients  
of EIB loans in the EU. This is due to the excellent cooperation between the Bank,  
the Portuguese authorities, the European Commission and public and private sector 
promoters.

The projects financed by the Bank reflect the priorities of the economic development 
and cohesion support policies defined by the EU and the national authorities in regional 
development plans as well as the financing needs of the business sector. 

With loans totalling EUR 14 billion in the period 1986–2006, large-scale projects in the 
Portuguese transport and communications sector have been most important. Credit lines, 
made available to the national banking system to finance small and medium-sized projects, 
accounted for some EUR 3.5 billion. Loans in the energy sector reached EUR 3.5 billion, in the 
water sector EUR 1.6 billion, and in the industry and services sector EUR 2.4 billion.

Established: 1986
President of the EIB group:  

Philippe Maystadt
Head of the Lisbon office:  

Pedro Eiras Antunes
Address: Avenida da Liberdade,  

190–4, A
1250-147 Lisboa, Portugal

Tel. (351) 213 42 89 89
Fax (351) 213 47 04 87 
LisbonOffice@eib.org

http://www.eib.org 

Projects which have received loans from the EIB: Vasco da Gama bridge over the river Tagus and the Porto 
light metro system.

Jacques Delors European Information Centre

The Jacques Delors European Information Centre was founded in Lisbon in 1994 by the 
European Union and the Portuguese State. It aims to encourage the participation of 
citizens, especially young people, in the life and construction of the European Union. 

Today the Centre is one of the major points of reference in the EU for European 
information and education. Its activities, targeting different audiences across Portugal, 
include: training, debates and seminars, exhibitions, pedagogical entertainment, the 
Jacques Delors Prize, youth publications and the journal Europe: New Frontiers. 
Information services are provided through the www.eurocid.pt portal, a library and 
online databases. The Centre’s work is based on established networks of trainers and 
strategic partners from the European and Portuguese institutions and civil society.

Established: 1994
Director: Margarida Cardoso

Staff: 18
Tel. (351) 213 65 25 00
Fax (351) 213 65 25 13

geral@ciejd.pt
http://www.eurocid.pt

http://www.aprendereuropa.pt
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