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 Making it possible to 
open DCR’s 

 

 Update in 2016 
makes it possible to 
let drug users help 
each other  



 …the prohibition against possession of illicit drugs for 
personal use should not be enforced in “the 
immediate vicinity of the drug consumption room”..  

 Ministry of Health, 2012. 

 

 ”The Municipality of Copenhagen and the 
Copenhagen Police Department formed a partnership 
agreement that included where the drug consumption 
rooms should be sited and the geographical 
delimitation of the zone of non-enforcement” 

From zero tolerance to non-enforcement. Creating a new space for drug policing in Copenhagen, Denmark.  
E.Houborg, Contemporary Drug Problems 41,Summer 2014 



Central station 

Mens Home 

H17 



 Always at least one certified nurse present  
 

 Rest of staff: social educators, ambulance(wo-)men 
 

 Works outside the normal framework of health-laws 
while in the DCR 

 

 Can direct- and train users in better injection 
 

 BUT never assist directly in injection-process 













Injection facilities  

Smoking facilities  

Health/GP Clinic 
podiatrist 

Reception  

Education, café, kitchen, 
offices, staff rooms 

760 square meters 



Reception Area 

Smoking area 



Smoking area 



Smoking area 



Smoking area 
Injection booth 

Possible to change between  
Injection & smoking  



Recreation area 



Recreation area 



Education, café, kitchen, 
offices, staff 

Door to DCR 







Central station 

Mens Home  
(The Cloud) 

Street clinic 
Mobile DCR H17 
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Eastern Europe 
14% 

Western Europe 
4% 

Africa 
5% 

Asia 
4% 

Middle East 
9% 

North America 
1% 

Denmark (Non 
Cph) 
24% 

Copenhagen 
22% 

Sweden 
15% 

Norway 
2% 



 The DCR’s are generally seen as a major relief 
of the general problems in the open drug-
scene.  

 

 Close to the DCR’s there is still a challenge with 
violent behavior, drug-intake, drug-use waste, etc. 

 

 After initiation of the 24-hour openingvthere is an 
increase in the number of people who stays overnight 
in the area 



 Injections in the streets are seldom seen 
 

 The amount of drug-related waste is diminished by 
80 - 90 % since 2012  

 

 News-reports on public nuisance and conflicts 
between locals and drug-users has disappered in 
favor of more positive stories like: 

 One million ‘fixes’ in Vesterbro's drug-facility without a 
single death 



1.016.980 drug-intakes Almost 10.000 users* 

 772.770 in The Cloud since 2013 

 384195 injection 

 388575 smoking 

 

 244.210 in H17 since 2016 

 59.224 injection 

 184.986 smoking 

 

 

 6723 in The Cloud 

 1082 women 

 5641 men 

 

 

 3166 in H17  

 511 women 

 2655 men 
 

 *estimated: 40-50% homeless) 

 



 

 

 

 Total No. of overdoses treated  770 

 

 No. of opioid overdoses           ~680 (85%) 

  



 Large health-clinic + podiatrist 

 Lung function tests 

 Diagnosing infectious diseases and refer to 
specialist 
 TB  

 Hepatitis /HIV 

 Venereal diseases 

 
 



 Overdose reversal training 
 One spray  

 In one nostril 

 One time 

 
 




