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I Drug-related infectious diseases (DRID)

Purpose and objectives

The purpose of the EMCDDA DRID expert meeting is to facilitate the exchange among European experts on the latest 
developments on the epidemiology, the responses and the monitoring of drug-related infectious diseases in Europe.

This year, the DRID expert meeting will focus on the following topics: updating the regional assessment of HIV risk and 
responses; updates on the prevalence of infections and responses to these, including access to treatment for hepatitis 
C; ‘Chemsex’; outbreaks and other incidents; emerging risks and incidents.  

More information on http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/expert-meetings/2016/drid.

Monday 6 June 2016 

12.45 Coordination meeting with experts from Candidate and Potential Candidate Countries 

(Restricted session — EMCDDA, Room 012)

13.30 Registration of experts at the EMCDDA building and arrival at Conference Centre 

14.00 Plenary session 1 — DRID welcome  

Chairs: Isabelle Giraudon and Magdalena Rosinska

Objective: to open the event, give an overview of EMCDDA activities and to present briefly the agenda and planned 
products. Furthermore, the session will provide an opportunity to share updates on country developments and EU 
projects. 

Update on EMCDDA activities in DRID (KI assessment, workbooks, HCV Insights, EU projects) and 
on Rapid Communication as output from this meeting — Isabelle Giraudon, EMCDDA

Brief update on EU-funded projects: HA-REACT and Hep-Care — Dagmar Hedrich, EMCDDA

High prevalence and incidence of HIV and HCV among new injecting drug users with a large 
proportion of migrants — Cinta Folch, Spain

Most recent data, analyses and feedback from the ‘2016 DRID national updates’ — Eleni Kalamara, 
EMCDDA

Reactions and updates 

Discussion

15.45 Coffee break

16.15 Plenary session 2 — Threat assessment, outbreaks, clusters and other incidents 

Chairs: Fortune Ncube and Rachel Christie 

Objectives: discuss the findings of the current HIV risk assessment exercise and way forward using this data; review 
recent outbreaks and incidents, developments and local/regional level monitoring.

HIV regional risk assessment — Dagmar Hedrich and Eleni Kalamara, EMCDDA

Factors associated with an HIV outbreak in people who inject drugs in Glasgow — Louise Caroll, 
Scotland, UK 

Bacillus cereus septicaemia, Trondheim and Stavanger in Norway — Rikard Rykkvin, Norway 

Outbreak of hepatitis B in Sweden among people who inject drugs (PWID) in 2014–15. 38 injecting 
drug users (IDU) were infected with same genotype in eight counties — Maria Axelsson, Sweden

Update on the HIV outbreak in Dublin — alpha-PVP — Margaret Curtin, Ireland

Rapid updates: 

• Recent HIV outbreak in people who inject cocaine in Luxembourg: identification of two 
transmission clusters — Carole Devaux, Luxembourg

• Hepatitis A virus situation in Cheb region – Barbara Janikova, Czech Republic 

18.00 End of first day
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Tuesday 7 June 2016

09.00 Plenary session 3 — HCV continuum of care

Chairs: Roland Simon and Erika Duffell 

Objective: discuss HCV treatment among PWID, care pathways and continuum of care in Europe from different 
perspectives, including views from clinicians, national and international policies.

Framework and 10 core indicators for Member States to monitor the implementation of the Global 
Strategy and Guidance documents on viral hepatitis — Antons Mozalevskis, WHO 

Update on HCV treatment for PWID: main new developments — Olaf Dalgard, EASL 

Factors associated with entry into healthcare pathways for hepatitis C among people who inject 
psychoactive drugs in the United Kingdom (Unlinked Anonymous Monitoring (UAM) Survey) — 
Vivian Hope, UK

The Dutch National Hepatitis Plan: limited resources, increasing awareness in the field — Esther 
Croes, the Netherlands

Short updates on national strategies for HCV  

Discussion

10.30 Coffee break

11.00 Session 4 — workshops

Workshop 1 
Injection risk — behavioural data

Chairs: Eleni Kalamara and Anda Kivite  

(Conference room)

Objective: discuss latest national data and analyses of 
injection risk.

 
Early diagnosis and treatment of drug-related 
infections in Italy: the DTPI study — Barbara 
Suligoi, Italy

Behavioural Surveillance Survey 2015 among 
IDUs in Bucharest — Lavinius Sava, Romania

Unsafe use, knowledge and HCV infection: 
results from a sero-behavioural survey of current 
injectors in Germany — Ruth Zimmerman, 
Germany

Study on seroprevalence of HIV, hepatitis C and 
risk behaviours in persons who inject drugs 
in Zagreb, Split and Rijeka — Marko Markus, 
Croatia

Profile and characteristics of users who attend 
the NSP in Estonia — an update — Maris 
Salekesin, Estonia 

Discussion

Workshop 2 
Responses — reducing DRID related harm

Chairs: Dagmar Hedrich and Anna Tarján

(Room 107, first floor, EMCDDA)

Objective: Discuss new developments and challenges 
in responses to DRID, from prevention, testing, drug 
treatment and infectious treatments.

Impact of the closure of the two largest needle 
and syringe programmes (NSP) on DRID 
monitoring and NSP coverage in 2015 — Anna 
Tarjan, Hungary

Factors associated with undiagnosed HIV 
infection among people who inject drugs in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, 2005–14 
(UAM Survey) — Vivian Hope, UK

The experience of providing community based 
testing services in a harm reduction centre —
Ricardo Fuertes, GAT Lisbon

Short updates: Drug consumption rooms in 
France; New model of syringe provision —  
Anne-Claire Brisacier, France 

HIV, HBV, HCV and syphilis testing in Italy: the 
new guidelines for serological screening and a 
two-day training for healthcare professionals 
working in public drug treatment services — 
Barbara Suligoi, Italy 

Discussion 

13.00 Lunch break
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14.15 Session 5 — Facilitated discussions in small groups followed by a plenary

Process, tool and impact of the assessment of the implementation of the DRID key indicator

Chairs: Vivian Hope and Isabelle Giraudon

The aim of these ‘facilitated parallel discussions’ (followed by a short feedback in plenary) is for the national experts to 
discuss the DRID implementation assessment, including the process, the tool itself and its impact. The groups will each 
consider the both strengths and weaknesses of the current assessment, including its overall usefulness (nationally and 
EU level) and the appropriateness of the dimension covered (prevalence, incidence and behavioural data), and then 
suggest general areas for improvement. The feedback generated will be used to inform work by EMCDDA to develop and 
propose improvements.

Facilitated group discussions, 14.15 to 15.15 (three rooms: 106, 107, 012).

Feedback in plenary, 15.15 to 16.00.

16.00 Coffee break

16.30 Plenary Session 6 — Chemsex

Chairs: Dagmar Hedrich and Esther Croes

Short presentations provide information on the so-called ‘chemsex’ phenomenon: size and relevance of the problem, 
type of drugs used, patterns of use, characteristics of users, interventions – Questions from the audience and discussion.

Recency of drug use among MSM: data from EMIS (European Internet MSM sex survey) —  
Axel Jeremias Schmidt, Switzerland 

Chemsex in the sauna: An ethnographic study on the use of drugs in a gay sex venue in Barcelona — 
Percy Fernández Dávila, Spain

Chemsex in France through Addictovigilance Network tools and researches — Anne Batisse, France 

Commentary — Ricardo Fuertes, Checkpoint / In-Mouraria, GAT Lisbon 

Questions and discussion

18.00 Cocktail

Wednesday 8 June 2016

09.30 Plenary session — Joint DRID/TDI (Treatment Demand Indicator) session 

Interpreting and using behavioural variables from TDI and DRID

Chair: Anastasios Fotiou and Linda Montanari

This is a follow-up of a previous meeting which aimed to discuss consistencies and inconsistencies between behavioural 
data collected through DRID and TDI sources, based on examples presented by the national experts and on an EMCDDA 
overview. The potential utility of these data as well as difficulties for cross-checking and increasing coherence between 
the different sources will be discussed further.

Introduction: What are the main issues, gaps, and potential for joint analysis of behavioural data in 
DRID and TDI (Linda Montanari, Isabelle Giraudon, Eleni Kalamara, Bruno Guarita) 

Country presentations from:  

• Latvia (Anda Ķīvīte)

• Croatia (Marko Markus)

• Germany  (Esther Dammer)

Discussion and conclusions 

11.00 Coffee break

11.30 End of meeting


