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EMCDDA/21/09 
 
 
 
 

FINAL MINUTES OF THE THIRTY�NINTH MEETING OF THE 
MANAGEMENT BOARD (1�2 JULY 2009) 

 
 
 
 

Introduction by the Chair 
 

The Chair welcomed the new members representing Member States at the Management Board. Ms Isabel 
Noguer Zambrano was nominated substitute for Spain (ES). Mr Julien Emmanuelli, representative of the 
MILDT (Mission interministérielle de lutte contre la drogue et la toxicomanie), was nominated substitute for 
France (FR). 
 
Mr David Neutzksy-Wulff accompanied Mr Mogens Jorgensen (DK). Estonia, Romania and Turkey 
apologised for not being represented at the meeting.  
 
The Chair informed that Mr Francisco Fonseca Morillo, former Director of DG JLS of the European 
Commission européenne, had been nominated Head of the European Commission Office in Madrid since 1 
June. The Chair thanked Mr Fonseca Morillo for his precious collaboration to the work of the EMCDDA  
during the last years. The Management Board valued in particular his wisdom, his constructive positions 
and his sense of humour. The Chair welcomed Mr Aurel-Viorel Ciobanu-Dordea, former Secretary of State 
for European Affairs of Romania, as his successor as Director of DG JLS. He also regretted the absence of 
Mr Jacques Sant’Ana Calazans, who retired. Mr Wilfried Kamphausen replaced for this meeting Mr Michael 
Hübel from DG SANCO of the European Commission. 
 
The Chair thanked the interpreters of DG Interpretation of the European Commission, and informed that the 
passive languages were Hungarian, Portuguese and Swedish. Mr Reimen thanked the Director for the 
preparation of the meeting and the working documents. He further thanked Ms Monika Blum and Mr 
Gonçalo Felgueiras e Sousa for their excellent work. 
 
 
I. Adoption of the agenda EMCDDA/01/09 rev 2 
 EMCDDA/02/09 
 
Further to the proposal by the Executive Committee, the Chair suggested to delete the following two agenda 
items from the draft agenda: 

 
- the ‘Appointment procedures for members of the Scientific Committee’, as the modalities described 

are explicit and implicit in Annex III, Article 5, para 1, 2, and 3 of the rules of procedure of the 
Management Board; 

- the ‘Memorandum of Understanding with the Ukraine’, since the Ukraine had not yet reacted about the 
comments sent by the EMCDDA months ago. 

 
DE proposed to add an information point on a recently adopted legislation about diamorphine substitution 
treatment in Germany. 
 
The Chair of the Budget Committee would report to the Management Board on the various items discussed 
at the Budget Committee meeting of 1 July 2009. 
 
Decision: The Management Board unanimously adopted the modified agenda of the meeting. 
 
 
II. Report on the activities of the Chairperson and the Executive Committee EMCDDA/03/09 
 
The Chair reported about the main conclusions of the Executive Committee at its meeting of 1 July. 
 
The Management Board welcomed the document. 
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The Chair took the opportunity to address a message to candidates for his succession to be elected at the 
Management Board meeting in December. The function of the Chair was not a honorary function, but 
implied personal commitment and workload following up the activities of the Centre, and maintaining weekly 
contacts with the Director and the policy officer in charge of the Management Board. The Chair further had 
a responsibility towards the European Institutions. He stressed that the Chair should confine himself to the 
competences outlined in the EMCDDA Regulation, and not to get involved into day-to-day management. 
Finally, a straight collaboration with the Vice-Chair and the Chair of the Budget Committee was very helpful 
to the execution of the Chair’s tasks.      
 
 
III. Report on the external activities of the Director  EMCDDA/04/09 
 
The Director highlighted some elements of the overview on his external activities from January to July 
2009.  
 
 
IV. Points for decision/adoption/endorsement by the Management Board: 
 
IV.1. EMCDDA 2008 annual accounts: opinion of the Management Board EMCDDA/05/09 
 
The Chair thanked the Director and the accountant, Mr Pascal Jonjic, for the excellent document. He 
reminded that according to Article 129 of the Financial Regulation, final annual accounts have to be 
transmitted to the budgetary authority, the accountant of the European Commission and the Court of 
Auditors by 1 July every year, together with the Management Board’s opinion. This year the EMCDDA will 
proceed with only one day of delay. 
 
The Chair of the Budget Committee congratulated the EMCDDA for the 2008 final accounts, as drawn up 
by the accountant and adopted by the Director. He highlighted that the preliminary observations of the Court 
of Auditors had never been as positive. They only included one general remark, suggesting that the 
EMCDDA should establish measurable objectives with relevant indicators, allocate its resources based on 
estimated project needs and promote the achieving of results. The Budget Committee and the Executive 
Committee recommended to the Management Board to give a favorable opinion on the 2008 annual 
accounts. 
 
Decision: The Management Board gave a favorable opinion on the final annual accounts of the 
EMCDDA for 2008.  
 
 
IV.2. Renewal of the mandate of the Director (restricted session)   EMCDDA/06/09 

 
Decision: Further to the proposal from the European Commission and the Executive Committee, the 
Management Board unanimously decided, by secret vote, to renew the term of Mr Wolfgang Götz as 
Director of the EMCDDA for five years, starting from 1st May 2010. 

 
 
V. Presentations by Presidencies: 
 
V.1. Presentation on the first conclusions of the Czech Presidency  EMCDDA/07/09 
 
Mr Kamil Kalina summarised the first conclusions and outcomes of the CZ Presidency.  
 
CZ thanked the EMCDDA for its helpful involvement during the Presidency. The Chair congratulated the 
Czech Presidency for its achievements. 
 
 
V.2. Presentation on the programme of the Swedish Presidency  EMCDDA/08/09 
 
Mr Ralf Löfstedt presented the main objectives of the SE Presidency.  
 
The Chair transmitted his best wishes for success to the Swedish Presidency, in the drugs field as well as 
for institutional matters, and expressed the EMCDDA’s full commitment to support Sweden in this exercise. 
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VI. Points for decision/adoption/endorsement by the Management Board: 
 
VI.1. Three-year work programme of the EMCDDA for 2010–2012  EMCDDA/09/09 
 
The Chair congratulated the Director for the excellent, well structured strategy. The Director introduced the 
guiding principles of the strategy.  
 
The Chair of the Budget Committee suggested to revise the figures for Turkey’s contribution in the annex 
with the forecast of resources, due to the outstanding ratification of the agreement by the Turkish 
authorities.   
 
Mr Aurel-Viorel Ciobanu-Dordea, representative of the European Commission, summarised the 
opinion of the European Commission about the strategy and work programme for 2010–2012. The 
Commission welcomed the fact that the programme builds on the previous three-year work programme, 
and represents a good framework for pursuing the Union’s objectives as set out in the EU Drugs Strategy 
(2005–2012) and the EU Action Plan on Drugs (2009–2012). It was essential to safeguard the role of the 
national focal points as the principal interface between the participating countries and the Centre. The 
Commission agreed that in order to implement its highly ambitious work programme 2010–2012, the 
EMCDDA needed to have adequate resources available. The Commission considered that recent increases 
in the indicative amount available under the Commission’s financial programming for the period 2010–2013 
provided for these resources. However, the 2010 work programme would have to carefully prioritise its 
activities.  
 
Mr Michael Farrell, Chair of the Scientific Committee, presented the overall positive opinion of the 
Scientific Committee on the strategy and work programme for 2010–2012. Overall, the work programme 
was seen as pragmatic and scientifically sound. The Scientific Committee noted that the work programme 
was ambitious and would require careful prioritisation in the annual work programmes. Core activities of the 
agency needed to be adequately supported. Nonetheless, the Scientific Committee recognised the need to 
take forward new areas of work, such as supply and supply reduction. The stream of work of the early 
warning system and risk assessment had been very productive and the Committee recommended 
continued development of this area of work. The Scientific Committee recommended that the potential for 
comparative analysis at a country and regional level should be further explored. Qualitative and quantitative 
studies and analyses produced by the Centre should be incorporated in the scientific communication 
channels through publishing in peer-reviewed scientific journals across a range of disciplines. The Centre 
needed to provide adequate support to staff and to structure the work process in a manner conducive to 
this aim. 
 
Mr Alan Lodwick, Spokesperson of the Reitox national focal points, informed that the NFPs were 
consulted early May on the draft work programme, and had discussed the document in the Heads of NFPs 
meeting in Prague. The NFPs welcomed the very well structured, clear yet ambitious strategy and work 
programme. They were very pleased by the fact that their role was acknowledged throughout the work 
programme, and recognised the need to closer interlink monitoring with research. However, the reference 
to complementary reporting mechanisms, referred to in the EMCDDA Regulation, should be defined in 
close collaboration with the NFPs. 
 
Ms Carla Rossi, representative of the European Parliament, stated that priorities and links between 
objectives and activities should be clarified.  
 
NL wondered how the activities listed could be monitored, and how the Management Board could follow up 
the implementation of work programmes. The EMCDDA should develop a monitoring tool to assess the 
implementation of actions and possible risk factors. It would also be very helpful to receive information 
about the number of hits on the EMCDDA website for various areas of work or projects. 
 
DE underlined the importance of interlinking research and practice, by offering internships to researchers 
and supporting scientific publications of staff. The work programme included many valuable issues, such as 
monitoring of infectious diseases under new injecting drug users and injecting drug users in prisons. The 
EMCDDA’s role should be strengthened for drafting of guidelines at EU level for the harmonisation of 
efficiency and treatment measures. The development of indicators for supply and supply reduction is 
particularly difficult but it was hoped that the EMCDDA could support the development of this area. DE 
asked about the collaboration of the EMCDDA in the joint action programme on treatment with UNODC, 
and about how the European Commission viewed the role of the EMCDDA in its September Conference on 
‘Bridging the research gap in the field of illicit drugs’.  
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UK warmly welcomed the excellent, thorough work programme based on a logical structure and guiding 
principles. The strategy could possible indicate a methodology for the subsequent prioritisation. The table of 
activities would provide a perfect basis for continued monitoring by the Management Board of the 
implementation of the work programme. 
 
ES strongly supported the clear, comprehensive work programme. ES welcomed in particular the focus on 
research and the aim to better link research with new information systems, and to establish more 
comprehensive links between different indicators such as drugs purity and mortality, morbidity, to better 
evaluate policies. The continued development of the treatment indicator was particularly important for 
clinicians and national health systems. The overview on different needs from different target audiences was 
considered very useful. In the field of international cooperation, ES would support a closer relationship with 
WHO and the Pan-American Health Organisation (PAHO). Finally, ES wondered how the EMCDDA would 
be able monitor well drug policies at national level, which are of the competence of the Member States. 
  
DK thanked the Director for the well-structured, comprehensive document. DK supported the idea 
expressed by the NL on monitoring activities. A tool should be developed, without adding too much of an 
administrative burden, to analyse if planned outcomes are reached, and if so fully, partly or not at all. This 
monitoring of activities of three-year or annual work programmes should be carried out on a three-year or 
yearly basis. 
 
In agreement with the views expressed by DK and NL, FR recommended performance indicators showing if 
the objectives of the work programmes had been reached. This was being done at national level annually 
for the French drugs action plan established over four years. Furthermore, the work programme should also 
include the issue of social harm of drug use, which can offer guidance for national policies. 
 
The Director stated that the annual work programmes and the general report of activities already were part 
of the monitoring measures. The Management Board could be provided with additional information on 
numbers of page visits of the EMCDDA website. 
 
After these general comments, the Director presented mainly the four areas of the strategy framework for 
monitoring drugs in European, and specific points were addressed by the Management Board members 
chapter by chapter. 
 
UK welcomed the establishment of a Rapid Response Team as one of the means to keep communication 
on target. 
 
DE underlined the utility of the Best Practice Portal, and in this area the good example of the EMCDDA 
publication on internet based interventions. DE suggested that the EMCDDA should play a role in the area 
of infectious diseases and drug use in prisons, by organising possibly a small conference on this subject. 
 
Ms Carla Rossi, representative of the European Parliament, supported the creation of more cross-unit 
projects in developmental areas. Nevertheless, the cross-unit project on modelling should not start from 
infectious disease modelling, as it is part of drug prevalence modelling and markets modelling. A wide 
conceptual model should be chosen to cover the whole area, including data about interventions and 
treatments. In this context, the definition of problem drug use which was adopted at a time of heroin 
epidemics, is not helpful anymore in a new framework of drug use and should be re-defined in order to 
obtain a real “case definition” for statistical purposes.  
 
School surveys and general population surveys indicators should be better examined in the area of data 
collection related to the five key epidemiological indicators. Different data collection methods, such as 
Internet surveys, might achieve higher response rates in school surveys. A different approach to sample 
stratification for the GPS should be considered, not only based on demographic variables (typically age and 
gender), but possibly activity based (workers, students, housewives…), with different data collection 
approaches to be used for the different strata (Internet, direct interviews..). This approach might achieve 
higher response rates. Finally, Ms Rossi advised to cross information between the various key indicators to 
help in correcting biases. 
 
BE warned about any change in the definition of problem drug use in the work programme, since every illicit 
drug use is problematic. 
 
DE commented that qualitative research should play a more important role. A conference on drugs and 
culture organised by the French Presidency provided helpful input in this area. 
 
The Director welcomed the proposal to organise a smaller conference or an expert meeting on Hepatitis C 
in prisons. The definition of problem drug use is addressed in the work programme which proposes to 
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improve the conceptual framework and more delimited analysis of problem drug use. The aim of the cross-
unit project on modelling would be to exploit EMCDDA data sets to a greater extent through mathematical 
modelling and other advanced analytical approaches. The initial focus will be on the area of infectious 
diseases, but modeling is a much more general approach. The Director will ask the Scientific Committee 
about its opinion on this point. Qualitative methods will have an increasing role in the EMCDDA’s work. 
 
UK suggested a modification on page 31, chapter IV.3/4.1, paragraph 5, the third sentence concerning the 
issue monitoring national policies, as follows: ‘This will include both demand and supply reduction areas. 
The objective will be to provide a more integrated description of the emphases given to the various 
interventions and the tools for their implementation.’ 
 
Ms Carla Rossi, representative of the European Parliament, proposed to add on page 32, chapter 
IV.4/4.2, paragraph 3, a reference to the Cochrane collaboration. 
 
The Chair agreed if the wording was general and did not refer only to this one example. 
 
Ms Carla Rossi, representative of the European Parliament, made a proposal that the standard table on 
prevalence drug use in Fonte should be modified as to allow researchers to check the results reported in 
the table.  
 
The Director assured Ms. Rossi that a concrete reply on this issue will be provided by the EMCDDA. 
 
Decision: The Management Board adopted at unanimity the three-year strategy and work 
programme for 2010–2012, taken into account two modifications requested in the document, and an 
update of figures concerning Turkey’s contribution in the annex. The monitoring of work 
programmes will be discussed at the Management Board meeting in December. 
 
 
VI.3. Implementation of the strategy on international cooperation  EMCDDA/11/09 
 
The Director introduced the document structured around three priority groups of third countries.  
 
Mr Carel Edwards, representative of the European Commission, stressed that the document had been 
discussed in an open cooperation spirit between the EMCDDA and DG JLS. The European Commission 
agreed with the document, which it considered as very useful.   
 
UK wondered if collaboration existed between the EMCDDA and the European Commission in terms of 
external relations with drug producer countries, and asked about the state of play of a possible collaboration 
with Switzerland.  
 
The Director informed that the EMCDDA had permanent contacts with DG RELEX, AIDCO and other 
services of the European Commission, but that DG JLS had the coordinating lead in this area. ‘Producer 
countries’ were considered as other third countries. Regular contacts were taking place between the 
EMCDDA and Switzerland, which might ask the European Commission in the future for a formal 
cooperation agreement such as with Norway. On some occasions Swiss experts already participated at 
technical level in EMCDDA activities.   
 
Decision: The Management Board endorsed the implementation of the strategy on international 
cooperation.  
 
 
VI.5. Election of two Budget Committee members (July 2009–July 2012) EMCDDA/13/09 
 
The Chair emphasised the importance of the Budget Committee, even if it is not referred to in the EMCDDA 
Regulation, and paid tribute to the excellent chairmanship of Mr Claude Gillard. He suggested to the 
Management Board to reflect about a way to reinforce the Budget Committee. The Chair informed that Ms 
Audroné Astrauskiéné (LT) expressed her willingness to be renewed for a second mandate, while Mr Ralf 
Löfstedt (SE) and Mr John McCracken expressed their candidature for becoming members. 
 
The Chair of the Budget Committee added that the Budget Committee deals with technical budgetary and 
financial matters, in order to prepare Management Board decisions. Budget Committee members have to 
face detailed preparatory work and are expected to contribute actively to meetings. He proposed an 
exceptional derogation to the rules of procedure allowing four representatives of Member States to be 
elected members of the Budget Committee, instead of three. 
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Ms Wilmya Zimmermann, representative of the European Parliament, reminded that the European 
Parliament used to be represented on the Budget Committee before the recast of the EMCDDA Regulation, 
and supported for this reason the proposal. She also praised the Chair of the Budget Committee for his 
excellent work.   
 
Mr Carel Edwards, representative of the European Commission, raised no objection against the 
proposal, but drew the attention to the necessity of active participation in meetings and preparatory work. 
The European Commission has two representatives on the Budget Committee.  
 
The importance of the Budget Committee was also stressed by ES. Due to the workload related to the 
upcoming Presidency, ES would not be able to express a candidature for this body.  
 
Decision: The Management Board decided, by derogation to the rules of procedure of the EMCDDA 
Management Board (EMCDDA/06/07/final), Article 4, paragraph 1, that for the period of 1 July 2009 to 
30 June 2012, the number of members of the Budget Committee who represent Member States will 
be increased from three to four. After this period it will be evaluated if this increase has been 
conclusive. The Management Board unanimously renewed Ms Audroné Astrauskiéné (LT) for a 
second mandate, and elected Mr Ralf Löfstedt (SE) and Mr John McCracken (UK) for the period of 1 
July 2009 to 30 June 2012. 
 
 
VII. Points for discussion: 
 
VII.1. Review of the objectives of the European Legal Database on Drugs project  EMCDDA/14/09 
 
The Director summarised the change of objectives proposed to the European Legal Database on Drugs 
project, for opinion by the Management Board. They were discussed by the network of Legal 
Correspondents and the Scientific Committee. 
 
Mr Claude Gillard (BE), member of the Legal Correspondents network for several years, supported the 
review of objectives. He would welcome a brief presentation by the EMCDDA of the database to the 
Management Board at its next meeting. A different project could be presented at each Management Board 
meeting. 
 
DK observed that its legal correspondent reserved his opinion on the review of objectives, but that DK 
would not oppose it. However, the legal correspondents should provide authoritative statements on aspects 
of his/her country’s drug legislation, and not to make it a common responsibility of the whole network.  
 
The paragraph on the proposal should read: ‘The proposed new objectives for the project are to provide 
reliable statements on aspects of countries drug legislation, and to contribute to EMCDDA analyses and 
development of tools to help Member States monitor and evaluate their national policies and the 
Commission to monitor and evaluate Union policies. Each legal correspondent will provide statements on 
aspects of his/her country’s drug legislation.’ 
 
The Director reminded that so far legal correspondents had been appointed by the Management Board and 
acting for the EMCDDA. In this sense they can not issue authoritative statements for the Member States. 
 
Decision: The Management Board took note of the review of the objectives of the ELDD project, 
amended as proposed by DK.  
 
 
VII.2. Feedback from the EMCDDA Conference (6–8 May 2009) EMCDDA/15/09 
 
The Director informed that the conclusions of the EMCDDA Conference on ‘Identifying Europe’s future 
information needs for effective drug policy’, which took place from 6 to 8 May 2009 in Lisbon, will be 
finalised soon. They will be posted on the dedicated website under the link: 
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/events/2009/conference. In January 2009 the EMCDDA will publish a 
Drugs in Focus issue linking the proceedings of the conference with the launch of the new three-year work 
programme. The conference added to the EMCDDA’s visibility and collaboration with its numerous partners.  
 
BE congratulated the Director and his staff for the excellent organisation of the event, which had a large 
media coverage and gained a lot in visibility thanks to a high-level political representation of Portuguese 
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authorities. Nevertheless he regretted that simultaneous translation in several languages had been 
foreseen only for plenary sessions, which led to the over representation of some Member States.  
A better balance between regions in Europe and topics discussed could have been achieved. The venue for 
the workshop on law enforcement turned out to be too small for the number of participants.  
 
Ms. Wilmya Zimmermann, representative of the European Parliament, agreed that conferences 
organised by European institutions and bodies should provide at least the three languages being used, even 
if this corresponds to increased budgetary costs.  
 
DE underlined the broad representation at the conference which allowed a good information exchange. 
Maybe more time could have been dedicate to discussions. Generally the event constituted a highlight 
which increased the EMCDDA’s visibility. 
 
FR agreed that the session on law enforcement lacked a more global aspect but that the event as such was 
very well organised. 
 
The Director thanked the delegations for their positive feedback. The language issue is an issue of cost, 
and in many conferences English is being used as a standard – even in Council meetings often only English 
and the language of the Presidency are used.  
 
The Chair congratulated the Director and his staff for the success of the conference, and thanked Mr João 
Goulão for his support in getting the participation of the Prime Minister and the President of Portugal in the 
opening and closing sessions.  
 
 
VII.3. 2010 budget procedure – state of play: report by the European Commission   
 
The PDB for 2010 enters EUR 15 190 000 as main revenue to be provided by the EC 2010 subsidy. The 
European Commission has proposed EUR 15 000 000 within the context of the PDB of the European 
Community.  

 
Mr Carel Edwards, representative of the European Commission, informed that in its first reading of the 
2010 budget, the Budget Committee of the Council proposed to reduce the EC contributions to all EU 
agencies. Concretely this would mean a reduction of EUR 200 000 for the EC 2010 subsidy for the 
EMCDDA, and no supplementary posts for 2010. The next step in the budget procedure is the first hearing 
at the European Parliament. 
 
 
VIII. Points for information: 
 
VIII.1. Follow-up on ‘Spice’ or ‘Legal highs’ phenomenon  EMCDDA/16/09 
 
Mr Paul Griffiths, Scientific coordinator and Head of the Epidemiology Unit, provided the Management 
Board with an update on the follow-up to the discussion on the ‘Spice’ or ‘Legal Highs’ products. 
 
During the Management Board meeting in December 2008, some delegations expressed concern over the 
growing phenomenon of herbal mixtures (in particular ’Spice’) on sale via the Internet. The EMCDDA 
launched a survey among the Reitox national focal points on this issue, and organised an expert meeting on 
6 March 2009 with the participation of selected high level experts from the Member States. The resulting 
report of the meeting is being regularly updated. The Scientific Committee discussed the matter at its 
meeting of 15-16 June.   
 
The quick assimilation of information and feedback to networks, as well as the very rapid alerts to experts 
and virtual discussions provide a good model on how to work in the future.  
 
Mr Michael Farrell, Chair of the Scientific Committee, stressed the very high standard of the report on 
‘Spice’ and the challenges of new technologies for these issues.  
 
DE noted that qualitative research could be useful to increase the knowledge about patterns and 
consequences of use of ‘Legal highs’, and suggested that the Swedish Presidency could stir a discussion 
on how prevention measures about these products can reach young people. 
 
UK stated that a clear description of the phenomenon would be very helpful as the various denominations of 
products had misleading meanings.  
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HU commented that the very rapid action by the EMCDDA to explore this issue had been taken up quickly 
by the media in Hungary. It was important to identify the question to take adequate measures. 
 
The Chair drew the attention of the Management Board to the fact that it is necessary to examine available 
resources and possible methodologies before determining new areas to study. 
 
The Management Board took note of the state of play and of the efforts of the Director to promptly react to 
the request by the Management Board.  
 
 
VIII.2. Building EMCDDA/17/09 
 
The Chair reminded that the Budget Committee will keep the Management Board updated on the budgetary 
implications of the new building, and thanked the Director and its staff for their efforts. He also thanked the 
European Commission and the European Parliament for their support.  
 
The Chair of the Budget Committee reported that the Budget Committee expressed its confidence in the 
Director for all management issues linked to the premises. The EMCDDA will seek collaboration with EMSA 
for the use of the conference room for the EMCDDA expert meetings coming up in autumn 2009, according 
to the agreement found. A step-by-step approach will be adopted, with the objective to reach progressively 
a 50%-50% co-renting system of the conference room. 
 
Mr Carel Edwards, representative of the European Commission, reiterated its view about the necessity 
of selling the building and was looking forward to a solution. 
 
The Director informed that the move into the new premises will take place in August. The EMCDDA re-
activated the real estate agencies to pursue their efforts to sell the Palacete Mascarenhas, but no formal 
offer had been received so far. He thanked in particular Mr Gonçalo Felgueiras e Sousa for his commitment 
and motivation during the long negotiations concerning the new premises.   
 
 
VIII.3. Preparation and launch of the 2009 Annual report EMCDDA/18/09 
 
The Director informed the Management Board members that the Annual report 2009 will be presented to 
the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) of the European Parliament on 4 
November and launched to the European press on 5 November (dates to be confirmed with the new Chair 
of the LIBE Committee). Member States were requested to inform the EMCDDA if they will be organizing 
national launches of the Annual report. 
 
Decision: The EMCDDA will inform the Management Board about the date of the launch of the 
Annual report as soon as it is confirmed. 
 
 
VIII.4. Initiative ‘European Action on Drugs’: report by the European Commission  
 
Mr Carel Edwards, representative of the European Commission, informed the Management Board 
about the high media profile of the launch of the ‘European Action on Drugs’ on 26 June in Brussels, led by 
Commissioner Barrot. The initiative is meant to be a platform for all European public and private 
organisations, stakeholders, NGOs, or citizens willing to take responsibility for tackling the drugs problem.  
 
 
VIII.5. Information on the Commission Conference on ‘Bridging the research gap in the field 
of illicit drugs’: report by the European Commission 
 
Mrs Caroline Hager, representative of the European Commission, announced that the Management 
Board and Scientific Committee members, as well as the Reitox network had been invited to the conference 
organised on 24-25 September 2009 in Brussels by the Commission. The EMCDDA Director will be a key 
note speaker. Number of Scientific Committee members will be actively participating in the conference. The 
Chair of the Scientific Committee is leader of a project team of a study on drugs research in Europe for the 
European Commission, which will lay the basis for the conference discussions.  
 
 
VIII.6. Information on the IPA-Conference  EMCDDA/19/09 
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The Director presented the main features of the conference the EMCDDA will organise, at the request of 
DG Enlargement of the European Commission and with an additional budget of EUR 250 000 from the 
Commission, on 25-27 November 2009. The objective is to stimulate collaboration between EU Agencies 
and IPA (Instrument of Pre-Accession) beneficiaries, and will thus contribute to the EC Enlargement policy 
and Communication policy towards candidate and potential candidate countries. 
 
 
VIII.7. Presentation of the work programme 2008–2011 of the Staff Committee  EMCDDA/20/09 
 
Ms Manuela Gomes, Chair of the EMCDDA Staff Committee, informed about the composition, role and 
activities of the Staff Committee. 
 
UK suggested that the principle of equal opportunities should be extended in the future from gender to a 
wider diversity (race, sexuality etc.). 
 
The Chair thanked the Staff Committee for the excellent document and its open-minded and constructive 
spirit, also during the interview about the performance of the Director.  
 
 
IX. Any other business 
 
New legislation about substitution treatment in Germany 
 
DE informed about a new legislation about substitution treatment with diamorphine for heavy opiate addicts 
was adopted on 28 May in Germany, based on a national study carried out in 2002.  
 
AT suggested a short information note from Germany to all national drug coordinators on the subject. 
 
UK added that ongoing research in Canada and the UK in this area will be published soon.  
 
 
 
The next meeting will take place from 3 to 4 December 2009 in Lisbon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Marcel REIMEN 
       Chairperson of the Management Board 

 
 
 
Annexes:  I   List of participants 
  II  List of decisions 
  III List of action points 
  IV Presentation by Czech Presidency 
  V  Presentation by Swedish Presidency  
 
Copy: Members, substitutes and observers of the Management Board 


