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	Abstract: 
Twenty years ago, I produced a report, Drug Research in Europe (London ISDD, 1989) which was a spin off from an official investigation of drug research in the UK. Commissioned by WHO Euro, I travelled through Europe interviewing researchers and some policy makers who commissioned research. My travels were limited to Western Europe, but information came gradually from the Eastern bloc countries as well. The idea of European cooperation in the drugs field was just beginning. Networks of researchers gathered to argue about the development of common indicators in the many meetings of groups such as the ‘multi city study’.

Now the situation is very different, as this conference bears witness. The paper will survey some of the key developments of the past twenty years which have brought the concept of Europe into drug discussions and made the idea of European drug policy seem a reality. The structures which operate in Europe are now very different. The struggles over forms of data are over and information is available in a common way. 

What will the future hold? Convergence is currently much discussed. It can be the adherence to some common features of policy, despite enduring national differences. Or it can mean   seeking common approaches across the substances, drugs, alcohol, tobacco and prescribed drugs. To understand this potential future we will need an understanding that the relationship between evidence and policy is complex, often a long term or a political process. We will also need different forms of evidence, not least an historical understanding of where we have come from and an appreciation of the policy process.
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