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Yesterday Henk Garretsen concluded that evidence does not spread automatically. That an increasing amount of evidence is available but often not used and that, a key success factor therefore is to improve communication between the producers and users of drug-related information.
And closing the gap between policy and science will be essential  to meet the challenges of the EU Action Plan on Drugs over the next  4 years and beyond. Remember that a scientist can become a politician overnight; Some do, but the reverse is much rarer, so we should definitely work on the way we present data and information.
To do this, EU governments, the  EMCDDA, the National Focal Points, the European COMMISSION, Europol  and civil society will need to work closely together to help build and strengthen our  growing knowledge base. 
And of course, the European Commission is ready to facilitate and support these efforts both within the EU and worldwide.
A number of the capacity building projects  funded under the Commission’s technical assistance programmes include project to establish drugs data monitoring systems, for example in the Andean Region , Central Asia and, of course, closer to  home the Western Balkans and EU candidate countries Croatia and Turkey. Here the Commission warmly appreciates the assistance provided by the EMCDDA to establish National Focal Points based on its best practice model.
So we are already “making music”,as Sandeep Chawla called it , to help set up monitoring and data systems outside the EU, but we have a long way to go.
The EU’s funding programmes could be used to support the information exchange and promote research in the field of illicit drugs. There is the € 21 million in the Drug Prevention and Information Programme,
€ 597 million  in the Crime Prevention Programme and the €  50 billion in the 7th Framework Programme in research, technology. However, we – the policy makers and the scientific community in the drugs field need to work together to ensure that these programmes include drugs as a priority, to identify where future research needs lie and address the knowledge and information gaps.
In other words, ladies and gentlemen, money is not our biggest problem, getting it to the right place at the right time can be, and for that we count on you, the experts, to anticipate needs and learn how the system works.

As part of this process, the European Commission is organising a conference on research in the field of illicit drugs on 24 and 25 September bringing together both policy and research community. 

The discussions and conclusions of the last three days have provided invaluable input for this conference for us to build on.

