In== PORTUGAL — Drug Research and Trends in Drug Use
B e since 2001: Where are we going to?

The Portuguese policy toward drug use faced, in 2001,
a challenge toward a more balanced approach
between demand and supply reduction, based on
a public health perspective and on the humanistic principle
that considers “drug users” as “patients”
needing help to undergo treatment, instead of “criminals”.

Like other countries Portugal, periodically, develops or promotes the
development of research through Universities,
in order to monitoring the drug situation in different populations.

In these context, in 2001 and in 2006/7, four national studies were
carried out in General Population, Students from Basic and Secondary D _ _
School, Prison Population and Drug Users in order to Estimate the The cocriminaiization of drug use was implemented oo etier with

Prevalence of Problem Drug Use. a set of other pOliCieS in the fields of
Prevention, Dissuasion, Treatment, Harm Reduction and

Social Reintegration.

Results of these studies are presented here.
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