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	Abstract: (content of presentation was elaborated by Ms Ana Teixeira de Melo but presented by Ms Joana Prego at the conference)
Developmental psychopathology has made a significant contribution to the understanding of family and parental risk and protective factors that are associated with developmental pathways that lead not only to children’s positive developmental outcomes but also problems such diverse as drug abuse, child maltreatment, delinquency, truancy, etc. There is also increasing knowledge on how these problems, or its covariates interact with each other and create conditions for the emergence of one another in the complex transactions between children’s ontological development and the surrounding  family and environmental conditions.

While current knowledge still holds several limitations, there are now available a significant number of family-based drug prevention programs with encouraging evidences of efficacy. Many universal and selective programs of substance misuse but also of other psychosocial problems share some common evidence-based themes as well as theoretical and operational characteristics that will be briefly reviewed in the communication. Europe is importing more than producing family programs and related efficacy research which poses several questions related to the suitability and cultural fit of the evidence-based programs available and the need to perform and test careful adaptations. 

One will briefly discuss several challenges that also still to be fully met in regard to evidence-based program implementation in real life settings and an appropriate use of the opportunities to produce knowledge from field research and to shorten the gap between research and practice while fostering their coordinated development. Possible strategies to broaden the contexts and opportunities for prevention research in the field and to increase the quality of integrated family-based prevention interventions will be addressed.
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