EMCDDA Director’s Closing remarks
Senhor Presidente da República

Dear Deputy Director of Europol 

Dear Representative of the European Commission

Distinguished guests and participants,

Welcome. It is a great pleasure for me to chair the closing session of this conference. Before I give the floor to our distinguished guests, I would like to use this opportunity to say a few words about the results of the conference and the messages that I, as Director of the EMCDDA, take with me for the future work of the agency.

The first thing I would like to say is that the presentations made here have shown the dynamism and commitment of those who study and respond to the drugs problem… and I would like to thank all the speakers who have made this conference such a productive, stimulating and successful meeting. I admit that I did have high expectations for this conference but the work you have done here has far exceeded them. I assure you that the contributions you have made will be very important for guiding the further development of our activities here in Lisbon.

Professor Farrell of our Scientific Committee, and my colleagues Paul Griffiths and Roland Simon, have already provided you with a summary of the key conclusions emerging from this meeting. I would just like to underline a couple of issues that I regard as being particularly important for the future direction of our work.

One area that we have identified as being in need of better information is supply reduction. This has been mentioned both at political level, by the representative of the Czech Presidency, and by researchers, during the parallel sessions yesterday. Some good work has already been done in this area and this can serve to guide us. A number of countries in Europe have already looked closely at supply reduction initiatives and strategies. Portugal, for instance, has carried out a comprehensive review of its activities in this field as part of the evaluation of its national drug strategy and action plan. A message from this conference is that such assessments should be more widespread and I recognise the need for the EMCDDA to work closely with our partners from Europol and the European Commission to improve the information tools and the analysis available in this area.

Another theme which has emerged strongly from this conference is that the drugs problem we face today is a far more complicated and dynamic phenomenon than it was when the EMCDDA came into existence. The challenge ahead of us — as illustrated by many of the presentations you have heard here — is to keep pace with these changes and provide policymakers with an up-to-date understanding of the issues they face. I take from this meeting the need to ensure the effective monitoring of new substances and patterns of use, to assess their implications and to better feed this information into the policy debate. 

The world today is also a very different place than it was fifteen years ago. We have seen a revolution in information technologies which has affected every aspect of modern life. The Internet, in particular, has brought both new opportunities and new challenges. We had an interesting discussion yesterday about the possibilities of Internet-based treatment — but we have also heard this morning about the growing importance of online sales of drugs and the difficulties of control in this area. These are two issues which I am sure will grow in importance in the coming years and I give you my assurance that we will invest more resources in monitoring developments in this area.

European policymakers decided fifteen years ago that there was a need for an independent information point on drugs. I take great personal satisfaction that — as we have seen from the poster display and from the contributions made to the debate here — Europe today possesses considerable capacities to monitor the drugs problem and I strongly believe that it is because of this that our responses are better and more effective. We can take some credit for this here in Lisbon, but I have to say that it is the work of the national focal points that has been the driving force behind much of the progress made. Let me thank them here again for the remarkable job they do in providing data and information on Europe’s drug problem and for the contribution they have made to the success of this conference.

Finally, the overall conclusion I take from this conference is that it has confirmed my belief that we become stronger through exchanges and collective learning opportunities such as this. We have seen this week that Europe is a formidable laboratory of ideas and experiences, and an amazing reservoir of people and talents. One of our key tasks is to bring these talents closer together and allow experience and knowledge to be shared. This conference has enabled such exchanges and has underlined the value of a European perspective. This can also be seen in the European drug strategy and action plan which is based on the premise that actions should be evidence driven and that we work most effectively when we work together.
