[image: image1.jpg]N

emcdda.europa.eu






Identifying Europe’s information needs for effective drug policy

Lisbon, 6-8 May 2009

Parallel sessions: Practice

Parallel session C. Interventions related to criminal justice and drug supply

Title of the presentation: What is supply reduction and how could it be monitored?

	Name: Paul Turnbull

	Affiliation/Institution: Institute for Criminal Policy Research, King’s College, University of London

	Address: 

	e-mail: paul.turnbull@kcl.ac.uk

	

	

	Bio note:

Paul is Co-Director of the Institute of Criminal Policy Research, King’s College, University of London. He has over twenty years research experience with much of his work focused on illicit drugs, crime and criminal policy. He has lead numerous studies of retail level drug markets in the UK and has recently carried out a series of linked studies of cannabis policing.

	

	Abstract:

Supply reduction approaches dominate international and national efforts to tackle the drugs problem. However little is known about the impact of such efforts. In this presentation I will: 
· Consider why do we need to define and monitor supply reduction?

· Offer a working definition of supply reduction

· Outline the problems to be faced in developing better monitoring systems
As well as drawing on the international literature on supply reduction I will use the case example of the cannabis cultivation in the UK.
Although existing data on supply reduction activities have many limitations they offer a useful starting point. It is important that these data are scrutinised regularly by independent researchers. There needs to be closer collaboration between law enforcement and the research community in order to develop better methods of monitoring supply reduction.  Greater investment in research is particularly important to aid the development of suitable systems of measurement and monitoring. More basic research exploring the interaction between enforcement activity, drug price and availability is needed to help operationalise as sustainable supply reduction monitoring system.
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