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	Bio note:
M. Perron is Chief Executive Officer of the Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse (CCSA), Canada’s national addiction agency.  Since his appointment in 1999, M. Perron has led the CCSA through a significant period of growth.  He has personally championed the creation and implementation of a national framework for action on alcohol and other drugs bringing together all levels of government, the not for profit and private sector into one common approach.  He also was instrumental in the creation of Beyond 2008: a global NGO consultation on the review of the 1998-2008 United Nations General Assembly Special Session on Illicit Drugs.  Beyond 2008 was the largest and most comprehensive NGO consultation and produced a significant consensus document on the future of drug policy.  
M. Perron is the very proud father of daughter Samantha and son Alex. He and his wife Kim will celebrate 24 years of marriage this year. 


	

	Abstract: 
The fate of global drug policy rests largely in the hands of governments, yet civil society and non-governmental organizations are critical partners in its success. Far from a fractured and divisive amalgam of informal organizations, Beyond 2008: a global NGO consultation on the review of the 1998-2008 United Nations General Assembly Special Session on Illicit Drugs (UNGASS), demonstrated that NGOs from around the globe are informed, possess expert insight on the problem and have a rich knowledge to contribute to the way forward. The European Union is keenly positioned to build on these recommendations and strengthen their approach to drug policy. This session on Beyond 2008 and civil society will outline the process used to achieve this historic consensus and outline specific and tangible recommendations for participants as they consider Europe’s information needs for effective drug policy.
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