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	Bio note:
Speakers are the heads of the Czech and UK National Reitox Focal Points – national bodies acting as an interface between national and European drug information systems. Their role is to coordinate the collection, analysis and reporting of national data on drug use and its consequences as well as reporting on responses and policies. 



	

	Abstract: 
Building a European Drug Information System has required two main actions in parallel: identification, definition and harmonisation of standard reporting packages, and development and strengthening of national capacity for data collection and reporting.

To reach this objective, it has been necessary to establish National Focal Points for information on the drug situation, building in the same time on the existing expertise and information resources available.

In the early nineties, when the Regulation establishing the EMCDDA was adopted by the Member States, there was limited capacity for the observation of the drugs phenomenon at national level, and the available data were too scarce to allow for meaningful comparison. The challenge has been to provide "objective, reliable and comparable" information from a diverse and growing number of countries that differ markedly in size, government structures, social context and the nature of their drugs problem.

15 years later, the Reitox network has become a reality and provides a unique example of a regional data collection system gathering national information on the drugs situation in 30 and soon in 35 countries. The reporting package (national reports, statistical tables and structured questionnaires), which is being provided by all countries on a yearly basis, is specified in commonly agreed reporting guidelines and its quality is closely monitored through a quality assurance mechanism.

This presentation will describe how the European Reitox network has developed to the present day and will give examples of the challenges faced and opportunities met during the development of National Focal Points in EU Member States. It will consider future developments such as the further expansion of the network and the constraints linked to reporting on a continuously changing and complex phenomenon at national and at European level.
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