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	Abstract: 
Research is a key precondition for an evidence-based better understanding of problem drug use and for developing effective drug policies. Research on the aetiology and the course of problem drug use, epidemiology, prevention and treatment (demand reduction), law enforcement against drug supply, diversion of chemical precursors, money laundering (supply reduction) and policy analysis are major topics of concern. Within these fields EU Member States have quite different research priorities and structures, complemented by EU funding programmes with independent research agendas. 

The challenges of problem drug use in Europe need (1) specific activities in clearly defined areas of research deficits, (2) coordination of national and European research funding programmes, (3) strengthening of research capacities and (4) development of a “European scientific community”. In addition (5) systematic storage and analysis of research activities and outcome is needed, in order to monitor systematically knowledge and transfer into national and European action.
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