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	Abstract: 
The bulk of research and monitoring is relying on quantitative information, However, such data systems have some flaws, e.g. in terms of completeness and timeliness. Also quantitative monitoring often are not very helpful in understanding (‘verstehen’) trends in drug use. Why do certain substances become popular and others seem to fade away? Qualitative methodologies offer alternative opportunities to observe new drugs or new trends in drug use at an earlier stage in order to understand such developments earlier, as well as better. Some relevant theoretical concepts (i.e. triangulation, contextualisation) and methodological designs (e.g. ethnography, panel studies), will be discussed and illustrated by results from previous and ongoing qualitative monitoring systems.        
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