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	Bio note:
John is Director of TICTAC Communications who produces and publishes TICTAC the UK drug identification database. He is an analytical toxicologist whose interests are monitoring new and emerging drugs of abuse. He is also a member of the team that collates UK mortality data from the abuse of volatile substances.


	

	Abstract: 
The presentation will review the impact of new technologies, communication channels and data sources on drug abuse and our ability to monitor and control it. The impact of information exchange across the internet benefits both sides of the illicit drug market. The ability of those innovating and marketing new synthetic drugs to find likely candidates that fall outside national control, locate sources of supply and manufacture and ultimately market them is greatly enhanced by the internet. Equally the resources of the epidemiologists, legislators, enforcement and treatment agencies may be coordinated.

New sources of information about drug use become available from such disparate sources such as the results from urine and oral fluid employee drug testing and the analysis of river water for the presence of metabolites of drugs such as cocaine.  

The analysis of illicit drugs discarded into “amnesty bins” as a condition of entry by people who attend dance clubs and music festivals and test purchasing “herbal highs” from shops and websites has provided a rich source of samples of new synthetic drugs designed to circumvent existing legislation.  Alerting clinical toxicologists of the existence of these new compounds then enables us to look for the harm they might cause. 

In the absence of formal toxicological assessments of these new compounds legislators are faced with the difficult task of formulating appropriate control measures. Clearly we need to use our new communication channels to inform the retailers and young consumers of the risks they are running by using these untested compounds as recreational drugs.
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