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Paul is a former senior police officer in the UK specialising in anti-trafficking and demand reduction of illicit drugs.  Since 1997, he has worked as an international consultant in over 40 countries including Africa, the Middle East, Central Asia, Eastern Europe and the Europe Union, in particular establishing national drug monitoring centres. 


	

	Abstract: 
As the scope of the EMCDDA’s monitoring role expands and the standardisation of data collection and analysis instruments develops it is prudent to examine the compatibility of the key indicators and other data streams with those produced by our neighbours.  The EU has funded drug programmes in those regions that connect Europe with the opium fields of Afghanistan, namely Central Asia, the Southern Caucus countries and the region covered by Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova.  The programmes have established National Focal Points on Drugs based on the European model.  In order to understand and describe the drug situation in each of these countries in terms of use, production and trafficking the five Key Epidemiological Indicators developed in Europe have been implemented.

Europe and the regions benefit from a detailed knowledge of the drug situation in each others area and collaboration can only enhance our overall knowledge and capability to address the drug phenomenon.  

What has been achieved in these regions in terms of data collection and analysis?  Is the current level of output sustainable?  Can the systems be further developed, refined and enhanced? Are there any obstacles that might prevent further coordination of the production of consistent, compatible and reliable data?  What might be the vision for the future?  

These issues will be address during the presentation.
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