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	Abstract: 
Drug monitoring and the scientific analyses of questions related to illegal drugs pose unique problems. Most evidently and trivially, the illegal nature of drug taking does not allow standard sampling and screening techniques to derive statistically valid indicators. Thus, monitoring efforts require specialist technologies. Secondly, drug policy more often than not is implemented without underlying controlled trials or studies. Thirdly, drug policy in many countries is done as an integrated package of measures rather than single measures. Thus, no matter if the outcome is seen as positive or negative, it is hard to draw causal conclusions, i.e., to identify, why a certain package was successful, or which ingredient of a package has be the active ingredient. Using examples from different countries, it is shown, how science can at least partly overcome these challenges, and which questions have to be answered to improve the scientific basis of drug monitoring and policy.
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