[image: image1.jpg]N

emcdda.europa.eu






Identifying Europe’s information needs for effective drug policy

Lisbon, 6-8 May 2009
Plenary thematic session III: Trends
Monitoring a fast-moving, complex phenomenon
Title of the presentation: What can Europe learn from the Australian experience of policy-related drugs monitoring?
	Name: Prof Wayne Hall

	Affiliation/Institution: School of Population Health, University of Queensland, Australia

	Address: Public Health Building, Herston Rd, Herston, Qld, 4008, Australia

	e-mail: w.hall@sph.uq.edu.au

	

	Bio note:
Wayne Hall is an NHMRC Australia Fellow and Professor of Public Health Policy, School of Population Health, University of Queensland and formerly Director of the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre at UNSW (1994-2001). He is currently researching the social and ethical implications of addiction neuroscience.


	

	Abstract: 
Experience in Monitoring Trends in Illicit Drug Availability, Use and Drug-Related Harm in Australia.
My paper describes trends in illicit drug use revealed by various illicit drug monitoring systems in Australia. Particular attention is given to data from the Australian Illicit Drug Reporting System (IDRS) between 1996 and 2008. I briefly outline the various systems used to monitor illicit drug use and drug-related harm in Australia. The rationale and development of the IDRS is described in more detail. The IDRS integrates information from: interviews with a sentinel population of injecting drug users (IDU); key informants in health and law enforcement; information on drug purity and price; and indicators of drug–related harm, such as fatal and nonfatal overdoses, and persons seeking treatment. These sources of information are critically discussed at annual meetings of researchers, policy makers and practitioners. We describe what these monitoring systems have revealed about the use of heroin, cocaine, methamphetamine and cannabis and harms related to the use of these drugs over the past decade and a half.
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