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	Bio note:
Carel Edwards is a British and Dutch citizen.  He was educated at the Universities of East Anglia (History), Leyden (European Law and International Relations) and the College of Europe (Public Administration). He started his career at the European Cultural Foundation, Amsterdam, working on the coordination and financing of the programmes and various institutes and run by this foundation in Europe. He joined the European Commission in 1981.

Carel Edwards has been the head of the European Commission’s Drug Policy Coordination Unit since 2003. This unit is involved in the different aspects of EU drug policy, notably prevention, education, research, training, drug precursors control, anti-money laundering, police, customs and judicial co-operation and international co-operation. It is responsible for coordinating the implementation by the Commission's services of the EU Action Plan on Drugs, which is part of the Multiannual Programme on Justice Freedom and Security. It also contributes to the coherence of the Commission's positions in the different EU and international fora where drugs issues are addressed. 

The unit also coordinates the relations of the Commission services with the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) based in Lisbon and is the Commission's focal point of the REITOX system.


	

	Abstract: 
The development of an EU drug monitoring system has been successful in the past 15 years and is relatively unmatched in most other regions of the world. 

At the same time, new trends and developments in the EU's political situation as well as in the world drug phenomenon requires a knowledge based information system that adapts to such changes. While identifying future information needs at EU level, it is important to reiterate some of the key elements and conditions for information exchange and monitoring that has the purpose of informing EU policy makers. These include:

· The importance of collecting reliable and comparable information on the drug situation in the EU and responses to it;

· The need to pursue evidence-based drug policies

· The importance of providing timely and relevant information

· The need to maintain scientific rigor and a critical view

· The importance of maintaining the fragile balance between policy and science

The European Commission is determined to continue to support the further development of an EU knowledge base in the field of drugs. And with the adoption of the EU Drugs Action Plan 2009-2012 in December 2008, the EU Member States have chosen a further qualitative development of EU Drugs Policy that identifies a range of information needs for the short and mid-term period.
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