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	Abstract: 
The presentation will (i) review how drug-related data is collected at the international level; and (ii) suggest ways and means of improving the collection and analysis of this data.  

The bedrock of the present system is an annual questionnaire that is returned to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) by all parties to the International Drug Conventions. The information in this questionnaire is then checked, validated and aggregated into international estimates of illicit drug production, trafficking and consumption, and published annually in the World Drug Report. Poor response rates, gaps in information provided, and political sensitivities of some of the data make this a challenging task, particularly when considered in the context of UNODC’s obligation to provide annual global estimates and trends of how the problem is evolving.  

The recent session of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs, which reviewed the UNGASS decade, adopted a Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem.  The Commission also adopted a resolution on “Improving the collection, reporting and analysis of data to monitor the implementation of the Political Declaration and Action Plan…”.  The second part of the presentation will outline plans to implement this resolution, and suggest ways and means of improving collection and analysis of drug-related data, not only to monitor the Action Plan, but also to make the data more policy relevant at the international level. 
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