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Jean-Michel Costes is holding a master in sociology (University of Paris V) and in demography (University of Paris I). He has been Director of the French monitoring centre on drugs and drug addictions (OFDT) since 1995. The OFDT is an autonomous public establishment responsible for the collection, the analysis, the synthesis and the dissemination of knowledge concerning licit and illicit psychoactive substances. It is the French correspondent of the European monitoring centre on drugs and drug addiction.
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Cannabis is the most used illicit drug in Europe. EMCDDA counts a total of 71 million European adults who have tried cannabis; 23 million have used it in the last year while 13-14 million have used the drug in the last 30 days. 

At the end of the year 2008, EMCDDA commissioned a study dealing with the cannabis markets in Europe. This study aims to describe a potential change of the cannabis supply and of the cannabis market in Europe due to the increasing local production of cannabis.

Traditionally imported from non-European countries, the routes of cannabis supply would have changed. The reasons of this change would be on the one hand, a decrease of the Moroccan production and on the other hand, an increase of European production, mainly due to the increase of the Albanian production. The greater availability of production factors, for example Internet, either for individuals or for wholesalers, can also be responsible for the cannabis markets changes. To underline these evolutions is crucial to efficiently fight against the illicit drugs trafficking. 

One of the first results of this in-progress study is to provide an estimation of the volume of cannabis used in each European country (namely between 1,500 and 2,000 tonnes per year for the European Union). Crossing these estimates with cannabis seizures highlights what are the main routes of cannabis importation and the relative efficiency of national Police and Customs forces. It appears that Customs are more efficient than previously thought. 

A second result of this work deals with the potential efficiency of the fight against cannabis supply. Estimating the price elasticity of demand for cannabis in Europe, we show that if the efforts of law enforcement agencies lead to an increase of 10 % of the street price of cannabis, then the prevalence of users would decrease about 3 to 4 %.

The next steps of the project are still to be realized: the main concerns are about the domestic production of cannabis or the market shares of different products, and crucially about the potency of these products, mainly the potency of home-grown cannabis.
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