[image: image1.jpg]N

emcdda.europa.eu






Identifying Europe’s information needs for effective drug policy

Lisbon, 6-8 May 2009
Parallel sessions: Trends
Monitoring a fast-moving, complex phenomenon 

Parallel session C. Trafficking routes and markets
Title of the presentation: What´s happening to heroin? Methodological challenges in understanding trends in heroin production and supply
	Name: Dr. Thomas Pietschmann

	Affiliation/Institution: United Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

	Address: Gölsdorfgasse 2, 1010 Wien, Austria

	e-mail: thomas.pietschmann@unodc.org

	

	Bio note:
Worked in UNODC since 1993 with a focus on Afghanistan; currently Research Officer in UNODC’s Statistics and Surveys Section involved in writing UNODC’s World Drug Report and the Afghanistan Opium Survey; author of study, The Opium Economy in Afghanistan – An International Problem which received a price as best UN publication.


	

	Abstract: 
The presentation will focus on UNODC’s approaches and results for measuring the area under cultivation of opium poppy, the yields, the amounts of opium produced, and the amounts of morphine and heroin manufactured in Afghanistan and other countries. In addition to presenting UNODC’s surveys results, the presentation will  also deal with additional UNODC monitoring activities in Afghanistan (rapid assessments, price data collection, eradication surveys), as well as with the estimates on the outflow of opium and morphine/heroin out of Afghanistan to neighbouring countries, the problem of stocks  and the main drug trafficking routes to Europe. In addition to presenting of ‘what is currently known’ and providing forecasts of trends for 2009, the presentation will also highlight  areas where more research is still needed to gain a better understanding of heroin trafficking flows to Europe.   
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