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	Abstract: 
Perhaps we need to think outside the box to improve the speed and policy relevance of our reporting on drug consumption and drug related harms. It has been well documented that many traditional research methodologies are woefully slow and inadequate when it comes to the rapid identification and reporting of new drug patterns and phenomena. It appears that use of less conventional multi-indicator and multi-method approaches have much to offer. Two multi-method approaches will be presented – Bergen Earlier Warning System and an innovative Rapid Assessment and Response model – in order to illustrate how innovative methodologies have been combined in Norway to enhance speed of reporting and stimulate policy activity. Evidence relating to recent identification of emerging trends in young opiate users, and related policy responses will be presented.
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