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	Abstract: 
Criminal justice systems in Europe vary significantly, as they belong to different legal cultures and traditions. This means also that outcomes of criminal justice interventions, also in the area of drug offences, may vary significantly even between neighbouring countries, and similar offences committed by similar offenders may result in very different consequences. This situation results from various circumstances, of either static character – like for instance scope of criminalisation – or dynamic character – like selection mechanisms during the investigative phase, sentencing policies of the courts and implementation of sanctions, including imprisonment. All this is aggravated by different organisational framework in various countries including the role of prosecution services and their discretionary powers to bring or not to bring charges against persons suspected of offences.

A relatively easy task for any comparative research on criminal justice interventions in the area of drug offences constitutes the above mentioned static aspect, namely scope of criminalisation. This may be learned from legal documents broadly available from various sources and databases. It is much more difficult to learn something about how those laws are actually implemented in practice. One of the crucial issues of any research on criminal justice interventions constitute selection mechanisms, i.e. mechanisms used by prosecuting agencies to select cases to be prosecuted, and to drop out cases ‘not worth’ prosecution. This is the crucial mechanism deciding about real scope of application of criminal sanctions. It may mean that in countries with a very broad scope of criminalisation actual enforcement practice narrows it significantly, and vice versa. Generally knowledge about these mechanisms seems to be much better in the ‘old’ EU Member States, where research is sometimes abundant. 

Countries such as UK, Holland and Germany may constitute here best examples. ‘New’ Member States are in a much worse situation, and knowledge gaps seem here to be especially big. This is especially problematic, as there are some indications that in these countries criminal justice systems are much worse in diverting drug offenders to treatment, and stick rather to purely punitive reactions. 
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