[image: image1.jpg]N

emcdda.europa.eu






Identifying Europe’s information needs for effective drug policy

Lisbon, 6-8 May 2009
Parallel sessions: Trends
Monitoring a fast-moving, complex phenomenon 

Parallel session B. Drug problems and consequences
Title of the presentation: Monitoring drug-related overdose and mortality in Europe
	Name: Eva Keller

	Affiliation/Institution: Semmelweis University Department of Forensic and insurance medicine

	Address: 1091 Budapest Ulloi str 93 Hungary

	e-mail: keleva@igaz.sote.hu

	

	Bio note:
Director of Department of Forensic and Insurance Medicine, Budapest, Hungary. I have a PhD in cardiac physiology. We have a NIDA-supported research project on heroin-related death, focusing on limbic-related alterations of dopamine and opioid systems in midbrains of human heroin abusers.



	

	Abstract: 
Reduction of drug related mortality is one of the major goals for every country, but to achieve our goal, first we should have a concept about how to collect and monitor drug-related overdose cases. In Hungary we were able to set up a new monitoring system and to improve the quality and reliability of national reporting on drug-induced deaths.

Until the end of 2008 forensic autopsies in Hungary were performed by forensic experts of the Forensic Departments of the Medical Universities and Forensic Expertise Offices or by forensic experts of the police mainly in the countryside or in smaller towns. There are two types of medico-legal examinations: one is performed in the case of a suspicious or criminal death and involves two specialists; it is often called a “forensic autopsy”. In the case of obviously non-criminal deaths (accidents, suicides, etc) a so called “police autopsy” is performed by only one specialist. Based on the previously mentioned criteria, all accidental overdose deaths must undergo obligatory medico-legal examination. This means that all deaths directly caused by drugs of abuse are sectioned, thoroughly examined and analyzed by highly qualified forensic experts. We can also distinguish a group of deaths connected indirectly to drugs of abuse which can be further subdivided into two main subgroups: one group includes violent deaths of known drug abusers (suicides, homicides, accidents etc.); the second group is formed by natural deaths of known drug abusers.

Drug-related overdose case reports are sent to the National Forensic Institute for further evaluation by distinguished forensic pathologists, and the data are forwarded to the National Focal Point. The national report is based on the decedent’s available medical history, the circumstances and environment of the fatality, and the autopsy and laboratory findings to determine the cause of death. In my presentation the Hungarian methods will be compared with other member states’ drug related death data collection system..
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