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	Abstract: 
Research studies targeted at young people in the EU who attend dance music events consistently report much higher prevalence of drug use than that found in surveys of the general population. But also Nightlife fills a very special socialising function in modern societies, especially for young people. At the same time a very powerful industry is backing this phenomenon, with the compliance of councils and other public institutions, and the result is a quite complex, active and powerful nightlife economy. 

It’s not only fun that we can find in these contexts, but sometimes these events are linked to health problems (drug abuse, sexual risk behaviour, drinking and driving, injuries, …), violence, crimes (drug dealing) and social nuisance (vandalism, noise,…). Prevention or harm reduction approaches are constrained by the limited research and evaluation of best practices and the low perception of danger that surrounds all recreational activities. 

It’s important to take into account the different variables involved. Problems can be linked to the characteristics of the person attending a recreational context, the network of friends, the effects of alcohol and drugs, or the characteristics of the environment. An example will be that only a small number of licensed premises are responsible for most disorder and assaults (Briscoe & Donnelly, 2001b, 2003; Jochelson1997). 
We will try to synthesize key evidence related to primary prevention and harm reduction interventions developed. There is a not a lot of research, but many initiatives have been undertaken; from establishing cooperation with important stakeholders like municipalities, pubs and clubs, party-organisers, health/addiction services, and police, to educational interventions for nightlife visitors; from limiting the drinking age, higher taxes, publicity control, closing times, etc, to training bar staff (from doormen, servers, to managers); from zero tolerance to pill testing, etc. 

The wide range of responses will be described and critically discussed in order to assess their capacity to reduce the harm associated with young people’s recreational drug use.
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