[image: image1.jpg]N

emcdda.europa.eu






Identifying Europe’s information needs for effective drug policy

Lisbon, 6-8 May 2009
Parallel sessions: Trends
Monitoring a fast-moving, complex phenomenon 

Parallel session C. Trafficking routes and markets
Title of the presentation: Amphetamines – trends in stimulant production and use in Europe
	Name: Tomas Zabransky, MD, PhD

	Affiliation/Institution: 
1) Charles University in Prague, 1st Medical Faculty, Psychiatric Clinic, Centre for Addictology

2) Ministry of Interior of the Czech Republic

	Address: 
1) Faculty: Ke Karlovu 11, 120 00 Praha 2, Czech Republic

2) Ministry: Nad Štolou 3, 170 34  Praha 7

	e-mail: tomas@zabransky.cz

	

	Bio note:
Advisor on Drug Policy to the Czech Minister of Interior, and Head of Research and Development of the Centre for Addictology. 
His main research interests include methodology of drug situation monitoring and analysis, blood borne diseases in- and mortality of drug users, and evaluations of drug policies and interventions.


	

	Abstract: 
Meth/amphetamines and related substances were for years of rather marginal importance for Europe and the market for these substances (except MDMA and other “dance drugs”) was considered to be stagnating and limited. Whereas amphetamines retain this position, affecting mainly (and to a comparatively limited extent) the “traditional amphetamine countries of the North” (e.g. the United Kingdom, Ireland, and the Scandinavian countries), methamphetamine-related substances have shown a substantial increase in consumption and production worldwide; the indicators of such development exist in the EU and neighbouring European countries, too, even if not identical with those reported from South-East Asia, Australia, and North America.

In the Czech Republic, methamphetamine traditionally remains the major problem drug. The neighbouring Slovak Republic has experienced an extremely fast growth in methamphetamine use, which has dramatically changed the drug situation within less than four years from a heroin-governed drug scene into one with methamphetamine clearly prevailing in problem drug users. Indications of a possibly similar development have appeared in the Baltic States, and, to a lesser extent, in Hungary. Germany suffers from the importation of methamphetamine as a substance and “production know-how” from the Czech Republic and isolated signs of the spread of methamphetamine also exist elsewhere in EU. 

Eastern countries neighbouring the EU report an increase in the use of pseudo/ephedrine-based substances (methamphetamine and methcathinone) and similar data are increasingly available from Georgia and other countries of the South Caucasus, as well as from Russia.

The relatively easy production of small amounts of meth/amphetamine and related substances from a wide array of easily available pharmaceutical and industrial products poses a challenge not only for control measures, but also for monitoring and early warning systems in the EU and elsewhere. 

Extremely risky patterns of the production and use of stimulants in Central and Eastern Europe, as well as signs of the further spread of meth/amphetamines from the problem drug scene to the recreational one in the Czech Republic, together with the demonstrated potential for fast changes in naive markets, make the topic of methamphetamines extremely important for focused studies and monitoring mechanisms better equipped to report fast changes than the standard surveillance.
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