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	Abstract: 
Injecting drug users are at a very high risk to contract infectious diseases through the reuse and sharing of injection equipment and high risk sexual practices such as sex work. There are various approaches to deal with the consequences of injecting drug use; some countries take severe measures to try to ban illicit drug use completely while other countries like the Netherlands and Australia have a harm reduction approach. Many other countries have mixed policies. The goal of harm reduction is to minimize the damage IDU inflict upon themselves and the society at large. The core of harm reduction programs is providing opioid substitution treatment (OST) (for heroin users) with socio-medical care combined with needle/syringe exchange. However in many countries including the USA and Russia harm reduction is not accepted because of political reasons and remaining doubts about the effectiveness of the harm reduction approach. Although there is evidence that harm reduction can be effective and lower the incidence of blood borne infections, in particular of HIV (which is less easily transmitted than HBV and HCV), and there is little doubt that harm reduction interventions reduce self-reported risk behaviours, there is still ongoing discussion as to whether the evidence for effectiveness for preventing infections is conclusive or not, especially with regard to hepatitis infections. We identify a need for strengthening the European epidemiological research area by creating conditions for more comparable epidemiological data collection (surveys, cohort studies) in member states. This should enhance the potential to apply mathematical and statistical modeling and other analytical tools to assist public health and drug policies by increasing the understanding of the epidemiology of infectious diseases in IDU.
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