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	Abstract: 
The high frequency of co-occurrence of substance abuse and other psychiatric disorders documented in different clinical and epidemiologic studies is a matter of great concern because of its relevant diagnostic and therapeutic implications. This co-occurrence, also known as ‘psychiatric comorbidity in drug abusers’ has been associated with poor outcome of subjects affected.
In comparison with patients with a single disorder, substance abusers with other psychiatric comorbid disorders show a higher psychopathological severity, more emergency room attendances, significantly increased rates of psychiatric hospitalization, and a higher prevalence of suicide. In addition, comorbid drug abusers show an increased rate of risk behaviors and related infections, (such as HIV and hepatitis C virus infection) as well as childhood and adult physical and sexual abuse, and psychosocial impairments, such as higher unemployment and homelessness rates and a great amount of violent or criminal behavior. Furthermore, the co-occurrence of a psychiatric disorder at entry to treatment for substance use predicts worse substance use outcomes. 
It is therefore crucial to detect the co-occurrence of psychiatric comorbidity among substance abusers, to provide effective therapeutic strategies, both pharmacological and psychological, by trained health professionals in adequate health services.
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