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	Bio note:
Dr Alex Stevens is Senior Research Fellow at the University of Kent, UK. He directs the Connections project which develops and disseminates research on drug treatment and harm reduction in criminal justice systems. He was the lead investigator on the QCT Europe programme, which evaluated the quasi-compulsory treatment of drug dependent offenders. 



	

	Abstract: 
Increasing interest and investment is being placed on alternatives to imprisonment for drug dependent offenders. This presentation will draw on the available literature and, in particular, on the QCT Europe study. This was a study of quasi-compulsory treatment for drug dependent offenders (n=845) in the UK, Austria, Switzerland, Germany and Italy. It will address questions including:

· Why do we need alternatives to imprisonment?

· What alternatives are used in USA and Europe?

· Do they operate as alternatives, or as additions to imprisonment?

· What are the effects of alternatives to imprisonment on drug use and crime?

· What are the information needs in this area?
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