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1. General considerations

Money laundering and trafficking of precursors constitute two completely different illegal drug-related activities.  Concerning money laundering, the FATF has already stated the impossibility of estimating the magnitude of this illegal activity proceeds, even at regional level. However, significant information could be available concerning specific anti-money laundering measures undertaken both at EU and national level, which could be useful for an initial picture of the 1999 situation. In the same perspective, similar information concerning these measures could be also available in 2003. Concerning trafficking of precursors, at least from a theoretical point of view, more accurate information could be available at EU and national level. However, to ensure that this information would be really useful for an initial picture of the 1999 situation, it would preliminary require the establishment of a close co-operation with third bodies, including not only national and community authorities (including EUROSTAT), but as well third public (Europol, Interpol) and private organisations (CEFIC, etc.) If this is the case, a more accurate picture could be foreseen for the 2003 situation than the one actually feasible for 1999.

It is however underlined the fact that with the present available resources, both at human and financial level, the final resulting outputs for these two exercises will be strongly limited. It is then suggested, prior to any external commitment, to fully take into account these circumstances.   

2. EMCDDA monitoring approach
Concerning money laundering: different elements could be useful for an initial 1999 picture. Among them, study and analysis of current EU and national legislation and practices, courts data, and law enforcement agencies data. However, a more pragmatic approach could consist in limiting, for the time being, to the analysis of data arising from third international organisations (databases and reports).

Concerning trafficking of precursors: also different elements could be useful for an initial 1999 picture, arising from the same information sources as for the case of money laundering. However, different actors could be involved in the data exchange process, including community services, as EUROSTAT, and actors in the private sector. As the analysis of these data arising from the different sources, however, would require the availability of human and financial resources, it could once again be more realistic to limit our work, for the time being, to the analysis of already existing databases and reports, through the establishment of fluid exchange of information mechanisms.  

3. Potential additional variables over the current EU action Plan
Concerning money laundering: new legal developments both at EU and national level, together with the increasing Europol role, and the strengthening of judicial co-operation could lead to a better assessment in this field in the following years.

Concerning trafficking of precursors: the same elements could apply, together with the development of private sector co-operation allowing a more accurate monitoring system based upon voluntary data exchange mechanisms. 
4. Specific requirements to ensure monitoring over the current EU action Plan

As already mentioned, it seems to be almost impossible to ensure EMCDDA monitoring without a clear human and financial minimum commitment. In addition, another clear commitment from other EMCDDA project managers seems to be essential, together with the unavoidable training of involved staff.

In relation to specific data arising from national authorities, possibilities offered by REITOX should be fully explored. However, under the current REITOX contractual basis, it seems to be difficult to enlarge present data exchange to these two new areas of activities.

Concerning data arising from third international organisations, concrete joint co-operation activities could result in the availability of information through the access to databases and reports. However, the analysis of this information would require adequate internal human resources.

In relation with data arising from community bodies and private sector, (i.e. EUROSTAT and CEFIC) a tremendous analytical effort would be necessary. This effort, for the time being, is not internally foreseen.  

5. Specific requirement for direct benchmarking of the target over next EU action Plan

Concerning money laundering: 

· What legal developments at EU and national level;

· What courts decisions; 

· What international co-operation developments; 

· What law enforcement agencies activities;

Concerning trafficking of precursors:

· What legal developments at EU and national level;

· What courts decision;

· What international co-operation developments;

· What law enforcement agencies activities;

· What data concerning production, import and export activities.
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