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I would like to start by thanking the invitation to say some brief words on this ceremony that celebrates the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

The Portuguese Government is very honoured to host the European Observatory on Drugs and Drug Addiction and would like to take this moment to publically manifest its appreciation for the work that this important community agency has been developing.

The problems relating to the drug use deserve, in our country, great attention. Beside the issues concerning the suppression of drug trafficking, that we have been carrying on with reasonable success, it worries us the impact of drug addiction on people, families and society.
The Strategy that we carry on, from approximately the last decade, is based on two main principles: humanism and pragmatism.

We face the drug addict as a sick person. We open the door of the health system to that citizen. We offer the possibility of treatment. But we do not ignore that the drug use phenomenon leads, too many times, to a deep destabilisation of the personality, to marginalisation and exclusion.
We have, therefore, a damage control policy. With it we struggle to diminish the suffering of the drug addicts, to diminish the transmission of communicable diseases, to attract those people to the health system.

It is already possible to appraise the results of our policy, although there as been a discontinuity between 2002 and 2004.
A recent survey shows a reduction of the use in all types of drugs among the students in basic and secondary educations. Other research demonstrates also a reduction, although more slight, in the general population and a third work reveals an improvement of the situation in the prisons.

These results deny the opinions of those who argued that the decriminalisation of the drug use that we implemented in 2000 would lead to a liberalisation of this market and to an increase of the use.

We have, with no doubts, a long way to walk. We all have to learn with everything. That is one of the reasons that we give great value to the work of this Observatory. In this field there are no absolute certainties and no immutable truths.

To fight the spread of drug use in our society it is mandatory to have this humbleness attitude. It is also mandatory to have tenacity and persistency. It is with this spirit that the Portuguese government works.

