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 Presented: 

Differences between recent cannabis users (last 12 months) and 

Clients entering treatment with cannabis as main drug 

 

 Data sources:  

ESA/GPS Germany   2000 published in 2001 

EBIS/TDI data Germany  2001   based on 368 outpatient facilities 

 

 Published in  

Simon et al. (2004). Cannabis Related Disorders (CARED):  

Prevalence, treatment needs and provision of services in Germany 

 

 

 Limitations: 

GPS does not include people living in institutions 

GPS does not include age groups below 18 years 

Some graphs still half German 

Some change in preference of substance use might have happened since 2001  
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5 

Population Treatment 



Drug use during last 12 months 
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Treatment Population 
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Age at start of drug use 
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Substance 
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Start of drug use: Order of substances 
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Perceived availability of drugs 
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Access to drugs 
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Frequency of drug use during lifetime 

Treatment 

 

Population 
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Cannabis users vs. users seeking help 

Cannabis users seeking treatment for cannabis are typically 

 male 

 Between 18 and 24 years 

 Have started substance use early 

 Often are also interested/using other substances 

 have easier access to drugs – especially to hard drugs 

 

Similarities between users and treated cases 

 Clusters of substances use 

A. Cannabis only 

B. Cannabis/ amphetamines/ ecstasy/ cocaine/ mushrooms 

C. Cannabis/heroin/ opioids/ crack 

 

 Succession of drugs quite similar 
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Would be interesting 

To analyse … 

 

• If this pattern is similar in other countries 

• What could cause differences 

• If increasing treatment availability made groups of users and clients more similar  

 

 

 


