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∗ Measure the extent of the problem

∗ Look at change over time

∗ Identify groups/areas with particular problems

∗ Understand service needs and eg co-morbidity 

∗ Identify unmet need & patterns of service use

Can GPS deliver this?

Why might you want to try this?



∗ Offending Crime & Justice survey 2003 (N=~10,000, 10-65)

∗ SDS + frequent drug use questions

∗ V. small numbers scored as dependent & data never published.

∗ Adult psychiatric morbidity surveys 1993, 2000, 2007 
(N=~8000, 16+)

∗ Diagnostic Interview Schedule (1+ symptoms = signs of dependence)

∗ SDS for cannabis – never analysed

∗ Crime Survey for England & Wales (N=~26,000, 16-59)

∗ Frequency of use in past year 
(past month time frame used in 2 years, numbers small )

UK surveys that have included dependence / 
problematic use measures



∗ Coverage – are problematic users included in GPS?

∗ may vary by type of drug

∗ Robustness of estimates 

∗ particularly important for trends and comparisons between groups

∗ relates to likely prevalence

∗ need to consider what size of change likely

∗ Parsimony / value for money

∗ Other survey content

Key issues to consider



“Drug use and drug dependence increased between 1993 and 2000, and have remained steady 
since. …

When drug use and drug dependence data are examined together, it appears that most drug users 
do not become dependent. …

As with drug taking in general, symptoms of dependence were more common in men than 
women, and most common in young adults. The prevalence of drug dependence measured here 
varies with ethnicity, marital status and income. 

The majority of drug users in this sample who could be described as dependent tended to be 
dependent only on cannabis. This was not the same as the pattern of dependence in adults 
receiving treatment …the characteristics of the dependent individuals in the sample suggest they 
are only likely to be on the edge of dependence. 

Drug dependent individuals were more likely to use services for a mental or emotional problem, …
However a majority of these adults, whatever the nature of their dependence, were not in contact 
with any such services. …

Ultimately, a survey of this kind cannot provide a fully representative insight into drug 
dependent adults.”

Extract from: McManus et al (eds) Adult Psychiatric Morbidity in England, 2007

Endnote



Thank you
Questions?


